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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

In terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (Act 28 of 2002 as 
amended), the Minister must grant a prospecting or mining right if among others the mining 
“will not result in unacceptable pollution, ecological degradation or damage to the 
environment”. 

Unless an Environmental Authorisation can be granted following the evaluation of an 
Environmental Impact Assessment and an Environmental Management Programme report in 
terms of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMA), it cannot 
be concluded that the said activities will not result in unacceptable pollution, ecological 
degradation or damage to the environment. 

In terms of section 16(3) (b) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, any report submitted as part of an 
application must be prepared in a format that may be determined by the Competent 
Authority and in terms of section 17 (1) (c) the competent Authority must check whether the 
application has taken into account any minimum requirements applicable or instructions or 
guidance provided by the competent authority to the submission of applications. 

It is therefore an instruction that the prescribed reports required in respect of applications 
for an environmental authorisation for listed activities triggered by an application for a right 
or permit are submitted in the exact format of, and provide all the information required in 
terms of, this template. Furthermore, please be advised that failure to submit the information 
required in the format provided in this template will be regarded as a failure to meet the 
requirements of the Regulation and will lead to the Environmental Authorisation being 
refused. 

It is furthermore an instruction that the Environmental Assessment Practitioner must process 
and interpret his/her research and analysis and use the findings thereof to compile the 
information required herein. (Unprocessed supporting information may be attached as 
appendices). The EAP must ensure that the information required is placed correctly in the 
relevant sections of the Report, in the order, and under the provided headings as set out 
below, and ensure that the report is not cluttered with un-interpreted information and that 
it unambiguously represents the interpretation of the applicant. 
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OBJECTIVE OF THE SCOPING PROCESS 

1) The objective of the scoping process is to, through a consultative process— 

 (a) Identify the relevant policies and legislation relevant to the activity; 

 (b) Motivate the need and desirability of the proposed activity, including the need and 
desirability of the activity in the context of the preferred location; 

 (c) Identify and confirm the preferred activity and technology alternative through an impact 
and risk assessment and ranking process;  

(d) Identify and confirm the preferred site, through a detailed site selection process, which 
includes an impact and risk assessment process inclusive of cumulative impacts and a ranking 
process of all the identified alternatives focusing on the geographical, physical, biological, 
social, economic, and cultural aspects of the environment; 

 (e) Identify the key issues to be addressed in the assessment phase; 

 (f) Agree on the level of assessment to be undertaken, including the methodology to be 
applied, the expertise required as well as the extent of further consultation to be undertaken 
to determine the impacts and risks the activity will impose on the preferred site through the 
life of the activity, including the nature, significance, consequence, extent, duration and 
probability of the impacts to inform the location of the development footprint within the 
preferred site; and 

 (g) Identify suitable measures to avoid, manage, or mitigate identified impacts and to 
determine the extent of the residual risks that need to be managed and monitored. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Invest in Property 126 (Pty) Ltd intends to develop a mine for Diamond kimberlites (DK) and 
Diamond General (DG) over the farm Viljoenshof 1655 and as such has submitted an 
application for a Mining Right (MR) in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, Act No. 28 of 2002 (MPRDA). 

An application for Environmental Authorisation (EA) was submitted instantaneously, as per 
the requirements of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 
(NEMA) read with the requirements of the MPRDA. Please refer to Appendix 1 for a copy of 
the relevant Acceptance Letters. 

South African Law requires that the environmental and social impacts associated with mining 
activities be assessed to identify any potential negative and / or positive consequences as 
result thereof. Following which measures must be proposed to avoid or minimise impacts. 

As the application relates to mining activities, a full Scoping and Environmental Impact Report 
(S&EIR) is required as well as an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) report. 

This report constitutes the Scoping Report and is the first phase in the environmental 
assessment process. The purpose of the Scoping Report is to identify key environmental 
issues for further investigation during the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) phase of 
the project; and to outline the plan of study / terms of reference for the preparation of the 
EIA and EMPr. 

2. Contact Person and correspondence address 
2.1. Details of applicant 

Applicant Name: Verdi Scholtermeyer 

Contact Person: Tiyiselani Macebele 

Telephone Number 060 570 2461 
068 321 4288 

E-mail: tiyiselani@enviromentalsolutions.co.za 
macebele.tiyiselani@yahoo.co.za 

Physical Address: 71 Rossouw, De Aar 7000 
 

2.2. The EAP who prepared the report 
Tiyiselani Enviro-Solutions Pty-Ltd has been appointed by Invest in Property Pty-Ltd as the 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioners (EAP), responsible for the completing 
the environmental authorisation and Scoping & Environmental impact assessment process 
for the proposed project. The contact particulars of the EAP are indicated below. 

EAP: 
 

Tiyiselani Macebele 

Telephone: 060 570 2461 
 
068 321 4288 

E-mail: Macebele.tiyiselani@yahoo.co.nz 
tiyiselani@enviromentalsolutions.co.za 

mailto:Macebele.tiyiselani@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:tiyiselani@enviromentalsolutions.co.za
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Website www.tiyiselanienvironmentalsolutions.co.za 

Physical Address: 71 Rossouw, De Aar 7000 
 

 

2.3. Expertise and Experience of the EAP 
Tiyiselani have vast experience in environmental management field and have been involved 
in number of projects in the public and private sector such as renewable energy projects, 
mining and construction. Tiyiselani have experience in drafting EMPs, application for Basic 

assessment, permits & licensing, prospecting mining right and mining rights. See appendix 

2&3 for EAP Curriculum Vitae and qualifications. 

3. Project Description 
3.1. Description of the property 

Table 1: Affected Property 

Farm Name: 
 

Farm Viljoenshof 1655 

Application Area(ha) 
 

3.389 ha 

Magisterial District 
 

Boshof District (401) 

Distance and direction from 
the nearest town 

27,9 km north-east of Kimberly  
120 km west of Bloemfontein 
13 km east of Boshoff town 

21-digit Surveyor General 
Code for each farm portion 

F00400000000165500000 

 

3.2. Location of site 
The project area is situated in Free State Province in a small town Boshof. It falls within the 
Tokologo Local Municipality of the Lejweleputswa District Municipality; and is situated 
approximately 27,9km north-east of the Kimberly and 120km west of Bloemfontein. 

The regional and local settings are depicted in Plans below.  
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    Plan 1: Regional Settings 
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Plan 2: Local setting of  Farm Viljoenshof 1655  
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3.3. DESCRIPTION OF THE SCOPE OF OVERALL ACTIVITY 
This section outlines the relevant listed activities applicable to the project (Section 3.4.1) and 
gives a detailed project description (Section 3.4.2) of the activities associated with the 
proposed operation. 

3.3.1. Listed and specified activities  
The Department of Environmental Affairs have published three notices listing activities for 
which environmental authorisation is required in terms of Section 24(2) and 24D of NEMA 
prior to commencement. 

Furthermore, a list of waste management activities that have or are likely to have, a 
detrimental effect on the environment were published in terms of section 19(2) of the NEM: 
WA (GN 921 of 29 November 2013). No person may commence, undertake or conduct a listed 
waste management activity unless a waste management license (WML) is issued in respect of 
that activity. 

The Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) is the Competent Authority for mineral related 
activities in terms of both NEMA and NEM: WA. As such an integrated application has been 
submitted as per the One Environmental System. 
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Table 2: Listed and specified activities 

NAME OF ACTIVITY (All activities including 
activities not listed) (E.g., Excavations, blasting, 
stockpiles, discard dumps or dams, Loading, 
hauling and transport, Water supply dams and 
boreholes, accommodation, offices, ablution, 
stores, workshops, processing plant, storm 
water control, berms, roads, pipelines, power 
lines, conveyors, etc…etc…etc.) 

Aerial extent of the Activity 
Ha or m² 

LISTED ACTIVITY Mark 
with an X where 
applicable or affected 

APPLICABLE LISTING NOTICE 
(GNR 544, GNR 545 or GNR 
546)/NOT LISTED 

“The development and related operation of 
facilities or infrastructure for the storage, or for 
the storage and handling, of a dangerous good, 
where such 
storage occurs in containers with a combined 
capacity of 80 but not exceeding 500 cubic 
metres.” 

2500 m² x (Listing Notice 1) Listed 
activity 14 of GN. R 327 

“The development of a road- 
(i) for which an environmental authorisation 
was obtained for the route determination in 
terms of activity 5 in Government Notice 387 of 
2006 
or activity 18 in Government Notice 545 of 
2010; 
or 
(ii) with a reserve wider than 13,5 meters, or 
where no reserve exists where the road is wider 
than 8 metres; but excluding- 
(a) roads which are identified and included in 
activity 27 in Listing Notice 2 of 2014; or 

4000 m² x (Listing Notice 1) Listed 
activity 24 of GN. R 327 
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(b) roads where the entire road falls within an 
urban area; or 
(c) which is 1 kilometre or shorter.” 

The widening of a road by more than 6 metres, 
or the lengthening of a road by more than 1 
kilometre. 
(i) where the existing reserve is wider than 
13,5 meters; or 
(ii) where no reserve exists, where the 
existing road is wider than 8 meters; 
excluding where widening or lengthening occur 
inside urban areas. 

4000 m² x GNR327 

“The development of facilities or infrastructure 
for any process or activity which requires a 
permit or licence or an amended permit or 
licence in terms of national or provincial 
legislation governing the generation or release 
of emissions, pollution or effluent, excluding- 
(i) activities which are identified and included in 
Listing Notice 1 of 2014; 
(ii) activities which are included in the list of 
waste management activities published in terms 
of Section 19 of the National Environmental 
Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 
2008) in which 
case the National Environmental Management: 
Waste Act, 2008 applies; or 
(iii) the development of facilities or 
infrastructure for the treatment of effluent, 
polluted water, wastewater or sewage where 

The development may trigger 
section 21 (f& g) of the 
national water act 

x Listing Notice 2)Listed 
activity 6 of GN. R 325 
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such facilities have a daily throughput capacity 
of 2 000 cubic metres or less. 

“The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or 
more of indigenous vegetation.” Excluding 
where such clearance of indigenous vegetation 
is required 
for— 
i) the undertaking of a linear activity; or 
(ii) maintenance purposes undertaken in 
accordance with a maintenance management 
plan. 

A total area of at least 20 ha 
will be physically disturbed 
where the diamond will be 
removed and washed 

x (Listing Notice 2) Listed 
activity 15 of GN. R 325 

“Any activity including the operation of that 
activity which requires a mining right as 
contemplated in Section 22 of the Mineral and 
Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 
(Act No. 28 of 2002), 
including 
(a) associated infrastructure, 
structures and earthworks, 
directly related to the extraction of 
a mineral resource; or 
(b) the primary processing of a 
mineral resource including 
winning, extraction, classifying, 
concentrating, crushing, 
screening or washing.” 
 

3.389 ha x (Listing Notice 2) Listed 
activity 17 of GN. R 325 
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3.3.2.  Description of the activities to be undertaken 
3.3.2.1.  Background 

INVEST IN PROPERTY 126 (PTY)LTD is endeavouring on an application process for mining rights 
with the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy which is the competent authority. The 
proposed development is located at a small town Boshof in Free State under the municipal 
jurisdiction of Tokologo local Municipality within the boundary of Lejweleputswa District 
Municipality, South Africa. The area cover is approximately 3.389 ha and the mining right 
application is for a proposed mining development for Diamond kimberlite (DK) and Diamond 
General (DG). The proposed development is located in Farm Viljoenshof 1655 and situated  
27.9km km north east of Kimberly,120 km west of Bloemfontein and 13 km east of Boshof 
town. The applicant Mr Verdi Scholtermeyer is the permit holder for prospecting mining right 
permit granted by the Department of Mineral Resource and Energy (DMRE) in terms of 
Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development Act (Act 28 of 2002). 

The project area is located within the Loxtonsdal kimberlite cluster which hosts two historical 
diamond mines. All known kimberlites in this cluster are of the Group II variety. Prospective 
work programs were undertaken at the proposed development mainly to investigate, 
determine and confirm the presence of diamond Kimberly on Farm Viljoenshof 1655.Non-
invasive methods were explored to locate minerals using geophysical survey (magnetic and 
electromagnetic) soil sampling, google earth satellite images and exiting geological studies 
previously carried out in farm Viljoenshof 1655.The geological studies undertaken at  the 
propose development area confirms presence of a number of additional anomalies. Mineral 
chemistry of kimberlitic indicator minerals (pyropic garnets, Cr-spinels and clinopyroxenes) 
verified high diamond potential of several targets. Moreover, geochemistry of kimberlites is 
also indicative of high interest mantle source. 

3.3.2.2.  Approach 

The proposed overall activity will begin and be implemented through a pilot mining phase for 
a duration period of one (1) year. A contractor with readily available plants and earthmoving 
equipment will be responsible for the implementation of the pilot phase. This phase is 
necessary given that the prospecting work program was only limited to non-invasive approach 
(Phase one). Additionally, invasive approach such as trenching/pitting and drilling was not 
carried out as a result of the landowner breach of interim settlement agreement with the 
applicant. The interim settlement agreement was adjudicated by the High Court of South 
Africa, Free State Division in Bloemfontein on the 19 March 2020(See appended Interim 
settlement agreement as Appendix 7) wherein an agreed approach to undertake prospecting 
work program in three (3) phases, namely: 

Phase 1: Visual and geo-physical assessment, and taking of sampling. 

Phase 2: Limited Drilling where the landowner is entitled for a daily entrance fee of R350-00. 

Phase 3: Bulk sampling where the landowner is entitled for a daily entrance fee of R450-00. 

The phase 1 and phase 2 of the prospecting program was implemented but abandoned at the 
initial stage of phase 2. This was as a result of landowner increasing agreed entrance fee in 
contempt of the court interim settlement order and moreover the introduction of game 
animals, buffalos in particular at the prospecting site made it impossible for prospecting to 
proceed given the risk and danger exposed to prospecting team. Please note that the matter 
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is currently before the court and was set for hearing date of 13-14 May 2021 where the 
applicant (Land owner) sorted to interdict the whole mining right application process. The 
urgent interdict by the land owner was dismissed by the court. This will see the matter being 
heard on the 19 June 2021. 

The pilot stage will encapsulate further study of the diamond ore. The primary objective of 
the pilot mining phase is: 

• Open complete area of the kimberlite body(ies) and cut first two benches into 
kimberlite; 

• Process different kimberlite type separately and determine the grades and diamond 
quality variation; 

• Carry out metallurgical studies of the ore for final design of the plant; 

• During this stage geophysical survey and diamond core drilling will be implemented 
to study ore bodies morphology with depth; 

• The outcome of geophysical survey and diamond core drilling will be implemented to 
study ore bodies morphology to be used for long term underground mining method 
to be used. 

The open cast method for mining have been considered as a preferred method for minerals 
extraction. The open cast method will entail the trenching to the depth of two (2) benches 
(i.e.12 to 20 m) however, this is dependent on the hosting rock competence and stability. The 
pilot phase is envisaged to be disassociated with excessive blasting given that the hosting rock 
is black and grey Ecca shale, which is quite brittle. However, soft blasting will be applied where 
necessary in particular for cutting into kimberlites. The proposed mine property is 
characterised by game farming, livestock farming and related agricultural crop farming at a 
small scale. This necessitates the use of soft blasting to avoid and reduce impact on game 
farm with noise and flying rocks fragments. 

Table 3: Summary details of project 

ITEMS DETAILS 

Type of mineral Diamond Kimberlite;  
Diamond General. 

Mining method Open pit 
 

Depth of mining 600m 
 

Life of mine 32 years 
 

 

3.3.2.3.  Associated activities, infrastructure and services 

The infrastructure area in relation to the mine area is indicated in Plan 3 below. The 
anticipated infrastructure for the operations includes: 

Table 4: Surface Infrastructure 

SURFACE INFRASTRUCTURE: DESCRIPTION 

Access and security control • Internal haul and access roads 
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 • Access will be via R64 

• Security 

• Fencing 

Mine Area 
 

• Soil berms 

• Processing plant  

• Stockpiles 

• Open pits 

• Ablution facilities (portable toilets) 

• Clean and dirty water trenches, 
water management sumps and silt 
traps 

• Tailings storage facility 

• Slime dam 

Infrastructure Area • Vehicle park area 

• Workshop and store 

• Fuel storage 

• Site camps and offices 

• Ablution facilities (chemical toilets) 

• JoJo tanks 

• Waste disposal site 

• Slump dam 

• Tailings 

• Water recycling facility 

• Stockpile Yard 

• Wash bay 

• Generators 

• Lighting 
 

 

3.3.2.4. Equipment and Machinery 

Table 5: Equipment and Machinery for mining 

Equipment/Machinery Fuel demand 

2 x 45 t Excavators 1000 litres per 22 
hour shift 

2 x 3 m³ FEL 500 litres per 22-hour shift 

2 x 40 t ADT’s 500 litres per 22-hour shift 

Utility bus 50 litres per 22-hour shift 

2 x LAW’s 50 litres per 22-hour shift 

Track Dozer 200 litres per shift 

Axillary pumps 50 litres 
per 22-hour shift 

Generators 50 litres 
per 22-hour shift 
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3.3.2.5. Power supply 

Processing plant equipment will be run using Eskom connection, offices and change rooms as 
well as the parameter fence will be electrified for security purposes. Electricity will be used 
for lightening deep pits and for pumps when draining the concentrated soil from the pits. The 
solar power energy and generators will be used as far as practically where it is feasible.  

3.3.2.6. Water supply 

Water requirements on site will be limited to that of potable/domestic use, plant operation 
and dust suppression. At this stage it is anticipated that water will be sourced from the 
existing borehole (windmill) located on site. Water will be pumped and stored in a JoJo tank, 
to be located at the infrastructure area. Washing processing plant and screening of material 
requires and consumes excessive volumes of water. A recycling water facility will be used to 
recycle water. This will reduce the amount of water usage required and will also curtail water 
wastage by recycling used water and be reused. Wash bay facility requires volume of water 
for washing of machines and equipment. Recycling water facility will be constructed for 
recycling and reusing of water purpose. This will reduce excessive continue demand for 
underground water. 

3.3.2.7. Waste management 

General and hazardous waste will be generated on site: 

• General waste includes office and domestic waste; construction and building waste; 
scrap metal and old tyres. 

• Hazardous waste includes used hydrocarbons, oily rags and sewage and tailings. 

Tailings will be stored for retreatment by Bourevestnik, since diamond constitutes a fraction 
of percent of the kimberlite by volume, most of the mined and treated material will represent 
tailings and waste (including country rock removed during mine design). Kimberlite pipes are 
known to extend to the depth over 1 km. Current mining plan is targeting depth of 600 m. 
Even if mining would be stopped at that depth (or even shallower) back filling of the void 
would be illegal considering residual mineral resource below. It could become economical 
with diamond price escalation to continue mining to deeper levels. Consequently, the 
produced tailings and waste dumps have to be stored for uncertain period. Alternative would 
be finding market niche for utilising those materials as a by-product. It is included in social 
and labour plan to make a research of such opportunities. The country rock waste can be 
definitely consumed by building materials market. Kimberlite waste per se so far could not 
find application due to the known effect of volume increase during weathering and majority 
of minerals eventually been converted into serpentine and clay. A small percentage of dump 
material can be added to the mixture for refractory bricks production (high Mg-content). 
Kimberlite concentrate, which constitutes small percentage by volume, can be used in road 
construction, gardens decoration and souvenirs manufacturing. 

Waste storage facility will be used as a designated storage facility for accumulated waste. The 
waste facility will be designed to keep storage of general and hazardous waste separately. All 
waste will be separated and stored as per the relevant Norms and Standards where 
applicable. Waste will be recycled and sold/given to interested parties as far as possible. 
Waste for disposal will be collected by a reputable contractor for transit to a suitably licensed 
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facility. Waste safety disposal certificates will need to be obtained from disposal contractors 
and waste manifest will be maintained on site. 

Sewage will be collected within conservancy tanks to be emptied by honey sucker for 
treatment at a suitably licensed facility. 

3.3.2.8. Employment requirements 

Table 6: Anticipated number of jobs to be created in 5-year period of mine operation  

Category Total 
no per 
 
Year 1 
 

Total no 
per 
 
Year 2 

Total 
no per 
 
Year 3 

Total 
no per 
 
Year 4 

Total no 
per 
 
Year 5 

Top and Senior management 
 

2 3 3 3 3 

Professionally qualified and 
Experienced specialists and mid-
management 

6 13 13 13 13 

Skilled technical and academically 
qualified workers, junior 
management, supervisors, foreman 
and superintendents 

13 17 17 17 17 

Semi-skilled and discretionary 
decision making 

51 52 52 52 52 

Permanent general labourers 38 
 

59 59 59 59 

Total Number of Employment Per 
Year 

110 144 144 144 144 

Total Number of Employment in 5 
years 

686 

 

It is anticipated that the project will creates 686 job opportunities in 5-year period in various 
categories of skills employment required at the project. This ranges from top and senior 
management, professionals, skilled, semi-skilled and general labour work force. Some 
services at the project will be rendered by service providers, as and when required. Local 
entrepreneurs and small business will be given preference in terms of opportunities at the 
project. Certain skills will be required whereby employment will be sourced from Boshof, if 
the necessary skills are not found in Boshof the radius will be increased to find suitable skills 
needed. 
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       Plan 3.a: Infrastructure in relation to the Mine Area 
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Plan 3.b :Infrastructure in relation to the Mine Area
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4. POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 
Table 7: outlines the applicable legislation and guidelines that are considered to be applicable to the proposed project; and which were 
considered at the time of compiling this report 

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION AND GUIDELINES USED 
TO COMPILE THE REPORT 
 

HOW DOES THIS DEVELOPMENT COMPLY WITH AND RESPOND TO THE 
POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

The Constitution of South Africa, 1996 (Act 108 of 
1996) 

• Everyone has the right to an environment 
that is not harmful to their health or well-
being; to have the environment protected for 
the benefit of present and future 
generations, through reasonable legislative 
and other measures that prevent pollution 
and ecological degradation; promote 
conservation; and secure ecological 
sustainable development and use of natural 
resources while promoting justifiable 
economic and social development. 

• Every person has a right to information held 
by the State and to information held by other 
people that are required in the exercise or 
protection of a right. 

• Everyone has the right to just and 
procedurally fair administrative action. 

• The EIA EMP report will assess the impacts of the project in detail 
with specialist input. 

• The Scoping Report will be made available for public review and 
comment for a period of 30 days (minimum). 

• The Appeal Process will be described to I&APs through the Rod 
notification process. 

The Minerals and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act (MPRDA), Act No. 28 of and its 
Regulations (GNR527, 23 April 2004 as amended by: 
GNR R1288 dated 29 October 2004; GNR1203 dated 

An application for a mining right was submitted to, and accepted by, the 
DMR in terms of the MPRDA. 

• Submission of information has been on the prescribed forms, and 
submitted via the SAMRAD portal where applicable. 
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30 November 2006; and GNR349 dated 18 April 
2011 

National Environmental Management Act 1998 (Act 
No. 107 Of 1998) (NEMA) as amended and its 
associated regulations: (GNR982 – EIA Regulations; 
NEMA Regulation GNR983 – Listing Notice 1; NEMA 
Regulation GNR984 – Listing Notice 2; and NEMA 
Regulation GNR985 – Listing Notice 3 as amended in 
2017). 

Application for EA has been submitted. application is subject to a Scoping 
and EIA process. 

• This report has been compiled to meeting the requirements of the 
Scoping Phase. 

NEMA: Public Participation Guidelines (GNR807) and 
updated in 2017 
 

The Guidelines were considered and followed during the Public 
Participation Process (PPP). 

NEMA Regulations pertaining to the financial 
provision for prospecting, exploration, mining or 
production activities (GNR1147 –20 November 
2015). 

The EIA will include an assessment on the Financial Provision in accordance 
with the relevant Regulations. The necessary guarantees must be secured 
accordingly. 

NEMA Guideline on Need and Desirability (2017 The Guideline was considered during the compilation of the Scoping Report. 

• National Environmental Management: Waste 
Act (Act 59 of 2008) as amended and its 
associated regulations. The regulations and 
various addendums pertaining to scheduled 
waste activities (GNR921, November 2013). 

• Norms and standards for the storage of 
waste on site as per GNR926, November 
2013 

 

• Application for EA has been submitted. application is subject to a 
Scoping and EIA process. 

 
 
 

• The EIA EMP will consider the norms and standards for storage, 
where relevant. 

National Environmental Management: Air Quality 
Act (NEM: AQA), Act 39 of 2004 as amended and its 
Regulations pertaining to listed activities (GNR893, 
22 November 2013 as amended). 

• All mines and quarries are classified as Group C emitters, and must 
register and report on NAEIS annually. 
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• NEM:WA National Dust Control Regulations 
(GNR827, November 2013) 

An air quality study (including dispersion modelling) will be undertaken as 
per the plan of study for the EIA. 

• A dust fallout monitoring programme will be outlined in the EMP. 
Monitoring data will be compared to the Regulations to ensure dust 
fallout is within acceptable limits 

• National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998) Water use license will be applied for with DWS 
 

• GNR704 of the NWA, Regulations on the use 
of water for mining and related activities 
aimed at the protection of water resources. 

All mine infrastructure and activities will be located outside the 1:100year 
flood line or 100m horizontal distance, whichever is greater. 

• A surface water study (Geo-hydrological assessment) will be 
undertaken as per the plan of study for the EIA. 

• National Environmental Management: 
Biodiversity Act (NEM:BA), Act 10 OF 2004 as 
amended and its regulations, including 
various regulations pertaining to protected 
species and to alien and invasive species. 

Regulations utilised to determine the need for any listed scheduled 
activities under Listing Notice 3. 

• A Fauna and Flora study will be undertaken as per the plan of study 
for the EIA. 

• Should any protected, endangered or threatened species be 
identified within the area earmarked for development the necessary 
permits will be obtained 

• National Forest Act, Act 84 of 1998 A Fauna and Flora study will be undertaken as per the plan of study for the 
EIA. 

• Should any protected, endangered or threatened species be 
identified within the area earmarked for development the necessary 
permits will be obtained 

• National Environmental Management: 
Protected Areas Act (NEMPAA), Act 57 of 
2003 as amended and its associated 
regulations 

The project will ensure the protection of all species of conservation 
important and will cooperate with the relevant department if protected 
species are uncovered the area of study 

• National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA), Act 
No. 25 of 1999 

Heritage Impact Assessment will be undertaken as per the plan of study for 
the EIA. 

• SAHRA will be consulted as a Regulatory Authority for the project. 
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• Hazardous Substances Act, Act No. 15 of 
1973 

• Hazardous substances on site will be limited to hydrocarbons and 
tailings. 

• South African National Standard: SANS 
10234:2008 - Globally Harmonized System of 
classification and labelling of chemicals 
(GHS). 

• Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) will be kept on site, where 
applicable. 

• South African National Standard: SANS 
10228:2006 - The identification and 
classification of dangerous goods for 
transport 

• The transportation and storage of dangerous good will be limited to 
hydrocarbons 

• Mine Health and Safety Act, Act 29 of 1996 
(MHSA) and associated Regulations 

• Although not directly addressed in the EMP report, protecting the 
environment contributes to a safe working environment. 

• Explosives Act, Act 15 of 2003 • Soft blasting will be done. 
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5. NEED AND DESIRABILITY OF THE PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 

The Need and Desirability of the project has been assessed as per the DEA Guideline on Need 
and Desirability (2017) for Scoping. It is important to note that this section will be updated in 
the EIA Phase with input from the various specialists, as more information becomes available. 

South Africa’s gross domestic product (GDP) has fallen for the fourth consecutive quarter, 
putting the country in a severe recession, according to Statistics SA. The plummet has been 
attributed to the Covid-19 lockdown, which hit the economy the hardest during April, May 
and June 2020.  

Data from 1960 shows that the second quarter of 2020 experienced a greater fall in GDP than 
the annualised decline of 6.1% in the first quarter of 2009 during the global financial crisis and 
was “far steeper than the annualised 8.2% decline in the fourth quarter of 1982”, according 
to StatsSA. The GDP decline in the first quarter caused a 30.1% decline in the unemployment 
rate in the first quarter of 2020, and expected to worsen in the next coming quarters. 

During the lockdown in quarter two, most sectors were closed or operating at limited 
capacity. The majority of industries experienced a large drop in output except for the 
agricultural sector, which saw an increase of 15.1%. This was a result of the increase in maize 
exports and international demand for citrus fruits and pecan nuts. Agriculture’s contribution 
to the economy is generally about 2.5%. 

At 76.6%, construction saw the highest decline in output, the manufacturing sector came 
second with a contraction of 74.9%, and mining declined by 73.1%. Air travel came to a halt, 
contributing to a fall of 67.9% in economic activity in the transport and communication 
industry. The retail ban on alcohol sales and closure of accommodation facilities were notable 
drags on trade activity, resulting in a decline of 67.6%. Wholesalers and motor vehicle traders 
also reported significant declines. 

The finance industry, which includes banking, insurance services, real estate and business 
services, fell by 28.9%. Personal services, which includes businesses such as gyms and 
hairdressers, closed their doors and sporting and recreation events were cancelled, and 
hospitals halted elective operations, resulting in a decline of 32.5%. 

StatsSA also measured the demand side of the economy, which slumped by 52.3% as a result 
of lower exports and household spending. The country endeavours on rebuilding the 
economy and mining sector have for years proven to be labour intensive and absorbing of 
massive job opportunity while also contributing significantly to the country GDP. 

For years, mining has been the driving force behind South Africa’s economy and continues to 
make a valuable contribution to the country’s GDP. The economy of South Africa is built 
mostly on gold and diamond-mining, with gold-mining contributing over a third of the 
country’s exports. Whereas, South African diamond-mining industry was listed as one of the 
largest mining countries in the world in the year 2009. It is predicted that mining will still play 
an important role to the economy, most notably through foreign exchange earnings and 
employment provision. It is also one of the primary sectors that provide employment 
opportunities for unskilled and semi-skilled people. The South African mining industry has its 
origin in small-scale to medium-scale mining activities, with these operations offering much 
needed employment opportunities and entrepreneurship, as well as contributing to the 
mineral sector and local economy. Small-scale mining and medium-scale mining's impact on 
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employment is especially observed in the rural areas and province such as the Northern Cape 
where there are limited opportunities; providing significant livelihood for rural communities 
and a means of alleviating poverty. 

The proposed mining development is aimed at supporting the economy of South Africa by 
producing a commodity that has a potential to leverage the economy of the country. The 
primary beneficiaries of this project include, among others, the employees, members of 
surrounding communities and the country. Secondary beneficiaries include the suppliers of 
goods and services, and the local businesses through the buying power of employees. This is 
in line with the National Development Plan (NDP). The Social Labour Plan of the Proposed 
development is aimed at ensuring local economic development through implementation of 
the various projects. The applicant estimates that these small pieces of land could, if mining 
rights are granted, prove to be bearing commodities of high economic value. 

The need and desirability for the proposed development was demonstrated during the public 
participation process by various stakeholders, interested parties and general public. During 
the public meeting on the 30th April 2021, the general public made comments of interest in 
support of the proposed development (see appendix 6.C). The community of Boshof stands 
to benefits significantly in terms of job creation and small business opportunities. Tourism 
sectors which include hotels and accommodation will benefit in terms of revenue and this 
may lead to additional jobs being created in that sectors. Landowners and game farmers stand 
to benefit significantly given that it is envisaged that during the operational phase there will 
be influx of labour force from various skills categories and others with interest in game 
hunting and associated activities which in turns will benefits game farmers within Boshof. 

6. Period for which the environmental authorisation is required 

Upon granting the Mining Right the orders will be placed for mining and recovery plant 
equipment, which will take 4 months for manufacturing and delivery plant construction with 
tests as well as the ore handling site setup (including security) will take 2 months. Open pit 
benching can be started with hired equipment and first production horizon should be 
prepared for mining by the time of commissioning of the plant. Overall, first industrial scale 
tests should be started 6 months from the time of the Mining Right formal issued. 
Decommissioning and closure activities are estimated at one (1) year. Thus, the 
Environmental Authorisation (EA) and Waste Management License (WML) are being sought 
for a period of thirty-two (32) years 

7. Description of the process followed to reach the proposed preferred site. 
7.1. Details of alternatives considered 

The alternative access road will be considered in consultation with affected parties and 
landowner. The initial access road was considered however, during the public participation 
process, numerous comments regarding finding alternative access road to the proposed mine 
was highlighted by I&APs.The current access road on site plan bisect game camps and 5m 
adjacent to the parameter fence for the neighbouring farm property. The main access 
entrance is situated at farm Langkop.Environmental concerns such as dust emission impact 
on game property in proximity to the access road has been considered as well as the potential 
risk associated with bullets straying during game hunting and danger it may impose to traffic 
along the access road. 



 22 

7.2.  Property / Location Alternatives 

Not applicable. Properties are delimited by the properties available for prospecting and/or 
mining (i.e. not held by another company); and the geology of the area. 

7.3. Type of activity to be undertaken 

The activity to be undertaken is mining of diamond kimberlites and diamond general and the 
mining right permit applied for is for duration period of 32 years. The mineral resource will 
be extracted through open cast method with limited soft blasting. Infrastructure 
development will include new access road & routes, slime dam area, tailing storage facility, 
water recycling facility, Plant facility for mineral screening and crushing, camp site, ablution 
facility, stockpile laydown, wash bay and maintenance area. 

The Farm Viljoenshof 1655 has agricultural potential and is currently utilised for grazing and 
game farming. The property is bisected by the Eskom servitude power line. Existing 
infrastructure on site includes, farmsteads and associated infrastructures, 
boreholes(windmill), reservoirs, gravel roads and parameter fence with an access gate. The 
Farm Viljoenshof is located 3 km adjacent to R64 road that links Kimberly, Boshof and 
Bloemfontein. Development in the area is limited and the unemployment rate is high. So, 
although mining is expected to have greater impact on the environment in terms of land use, 
it will have a greater positive contribution to socio-economics in the area through the 
implementation of the S&LP and through limited employment 

7.4 The design or layout of the activity 

Alternatives for the mining layout are limited to the extent of the kimberlite target area. The 
type of mining to be conducted (open cast pit mining) will be limited to the shallow depth of 
the resource. 

The surface infrastructure in relation to the mine area is indicated in Plan 3. The infrastructure 
has been placed based on a high-level analysis of the area, to avoid existing farmstead, water 
resources and other sensitive areas as far as possible. The infrastructure area was also sited 
based on accessibility to the target area, however new roads will be established for access in 
mining area. The proposed preferred site is dependent on known kimberlite and pits with 
intercepted kimberlite plotted with magnetic anomalies and satellite image used for 
prospecting work program (Non-invasive prospecting work). 

It must be emphasised that the final location of the infrastructure may shift slightly dependant 
on the findings of the various specialist studies and input from Interested and Affected Parties 
(I&APs). As such the affected parties have raised concern regarding the current access into 
mining area. New access will be identified in consultation with all affected parties and 
landowner and will be included in the final layout. 

7.5 The technology to be used in the activity 

Diamond Kimberlites will be mined by means of open cast/pit mining. The following 
equipment will be utilised: 

• 2 x 45 t Excavators 

• 2 x 3 m³ FEL 

• 2 x 40 t ADT’s 



 23 

• Utility bus 

• 2 x LAW’s 

• Track Dozer 

• Axillary pumps 

• Generators 

• Water tankers 

• Processing plant 

The ore treatment process (See Plan 4 below): 

• Ore arrives to grizzly (1) and oversize goes to crushing module (3) and 
undersize goes to sand screen (2) through conveyors; 

• Crushed material and oversized sand screen (+1.5 mm) by conveyors are 
delivered to stockpile. Sand size is sent to the waste dump; 

• Stockpile material is fed to the two bins (4) and after scrubber –trommel (5) 
undersize 50) goes to twinned rotary pans (6) through a splitter. Oversize by 
conveyor belts (8) returns to re-crushing; 

• fraction after dewatering screens (7) reports to the slimes dam, when most of 
water is recycled in small recirculating ponds (not shown) immediately next to 
the pans and returns into porrel. Concentrate by conveyor belt (10) arrives to 
the classifier (11); 

• Classifier splits concentrate into 3 size fractions stored in feeding bins 12; 
• Classified material initially will be transferred to grease sort house (14), after 

delivery of Bourevestnik sorter (13) tests will show if it will be installed before 
or after grease sorting unit; See figure 4 below 

In all other instances, best practices as utilised in the industry have been selected and, where 
applicable, SANS standards and legislative requirements will be followed in design, 
construction and management of infrastructure and activities on site. Technological 
alternatives have therefore not been further assessed. It is envisaged at this stage that no 
permanent structures will be constructed; only mobile offices and mobile equipment will be 
placed on site. 
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Plan 4: Principal layout of the plant site  
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7.4. The operational aspects of the activity 

Mining of a diamond-bearing kimberlite generally starts with the excavation of a pit into the 
kimberlite pipe. In this process, called ‘‘open-pit’’ or ‘‘open-cast’’ mining, the initially 
weathered ore material is removed with large hydraulic shovels and ore trucks. Hard rock is 
drilled and soft blasting is applied so the broken material can be removed. 

Open pits are excavated until the strip ratio (the amount of host rock that must be stripped 
away in order to access new ore) becomes prohibitive to the mine’s operating cost.  

The gravel will be loaded with an excavator onto a dump truck for conveyance to the 
processing plan. At the processing plant the gravel will be fed onto a grizzly for screening out 
oversize material. The material will be processed through a screening section for delivery to 
a recovery plant. Concentrate from the recovery plant will be processed through an X-
Ray/Sortex plant to extract the diamonds. An area will be used for all processing and dumping 
operation outside 1:100-year flood line and environmental sensitive areas. 

7.5. The option of not implementing the activity 

The no-go option will result in the protection of the environment in situ and the continued 
use of the land for grazing, crop production (agriculture) and game farming purposes. Not 
mining the area will result in the sterilisation of the Diamond Kimberlite; and the contribution 
to socio-economics in the area through the implementation of the S&LP and employment will 
not be realised. 

8. DETAILS OF THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS FOLLOWED 

8.1 I &AP Consultation 

The following steps were undertaken as part of the public participation process while 
notifying all identified interested and affected parties and stakeholders. 

1. Initial invitation notice for interested and affected parties to register as stakeholders 
was placed in various public places and neighbouring farmers access gates on the 
29/03/2021. (See Appendix 5B) 

2. Draft scoping report, BID, I&APs registration forms were uploaded at 
www.tiyiselanienvironmentalsolutions.co.za for download. 

3. I&APs were notified via WhatsApp group (Boshop Koop en Verkoop). 
4. Advertisement was published at Beeld Newspaper on the 23/04/2021 in English and 

Afrikaans. Public notices were published in English, Afrikaans, Sesotho and 
Setwana.Public notices were placed in various public places such as Local library, 
Tokologo Municipality notice board, Police station, Churches, Sport ground, 
Community hall in Kareehof, Kareehof local clinic, local spaza shops, retail shops, 
Farmer’s access gates. (See Appendix 5A&B) 

5. A pre-consultation meeting was done with the municipality representative Mr Molefi 
M. B on the 29/03/2021.The purpose was to brief the council of the current 
environmental assessment process in relation to the proposed mining right 
application process currently underway. Mr Molefi committed to briefing the ward 
councillors about the proposed mine development and impending public participation 
process. A draft scoping report hard copy and electronic copy was received and signed 
on the register by Mr Molefe. (See Appendix 6A: Meeting Minutes) 

http://www.tiyiselanienvironmentalsolutions.co.za/
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6. A draft scoping report was delivered to the land owner Mr Cedric Roberts who was at 
a time not present in Boshof, however the draft scoping report was received and 
signed for by Mrs T wiese on the 29/03/2021. (See Appendix 5C: signed register) 

7. Governments departments and parastatal were identified as stakeholders.1st Draft 
scoping reports were submitted electronically, hand delivery and via post office for 
comments and questions (See Appendix 5C: signed register). The following are the 
Departments and parastatals identified and notified: 
i) Department of water and sanitations. 
ii) Department of Agriculture and Rural Development. 
iii) Department of Economic Development, small business development and 

environmental Affairs 
iv) Department of Police, Roads and Transport. 
v) Eskom. 
vi) South Africa Heritage Resource Assessment. 

8. Interested and affected parties data base was established. All registered interested 
and affected parties were notified and provided with Background Information 
Document and draft scoping report (See Appendix 6H: BID) 

9. Comments from interested and affected parties were received and responded by the 
EAP (See Appendix 5G: Comments and questions) 

10. On the 22/04/2021, a consultation meeting was convened with Mr Johanne 
Steenkamp Afriforum chairperson of Boshof. The purpose of the meeting further 
engagement regarding the proposed development mine (See Appendix 6B: Minutes) 

11. On the 30/04/2021 a public meeting was convened at Boshof town hall scheduled to 
take place at 14H00.Present were municipal representative, ward councillor, land 
owner and legal representative, neighbouring farmers, registered I&APs, Department 
of police, road and transport representative, Afriforum representative and general 
public (See Appendix 6C: Minutes) 

12. The final draft scoping report was distributed to all registered I&APs by electronic 
mails. 

13. Hard copy final draft scoping report was distributed to Boshof library. 
14. All competent authorities were circulated the draft and final scoping report by 

electronic mail and hard copy via post mail. 
15. The final draft and final scoping report were loaded into DMRE SAMRAD system.3 hard 

copies of final draft and final scoping reports were couriered to DMRE.See the 
attached proof in Appendix 5C.    
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8.2 Summary of issues raised by I&APs-this section deals with the issues raised during the public participation process. 

Table 8 

Interested & Affected parties  
List the names of persons 
consulted in this Colum, and 
Mark with an X where those 
must be consulted were in fact 
consulted 

Date 
Comments 
Received 

Issues raised EAP response to issues the applicant 

                                                              Comments and questions raised during consultation meetings 

Mr Molefi M.B 
Tokologo Local 
Municipality 

 
X 

29/03/2021 The municipality will give full support to 
the mine project. 
 

We are looking forward working 
together with municipality and the 
community at large in this application 
phase. 

Social and labour plan must be provided 
to the municipality. 
 
 

The social labour plan has been 
completed awaiting the municipality 
together with community to identify 
initiatives or community need to be 
encapsulated in the S&LP as part of 
applicant social responsibility program 
for the community of boshof. 

Hard copy of draft scoping report must 
be delivered to the municipality. 
 
Ward councillors will be briefed  

Hard copies will be hand delivered to 
the municipality (note that the hard 
copies were hand delivered on the 
6/04/2021 as requested)  
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of the proposed mine once the hard copy 
is received. 

Land owner 
 

X 29/03/2021 
14/04/2021 

On the 29/03/2021 Mrs T Wiese 
indicated that Mr Cedric Roberts was 
unavailable on that date but will inform 
him about the EAP engagement and also 
send the draft scoping report. 
 

No feedback was received from the 
EAP. 

On the 14 April 2021 a telephonic call 
was made by EAP with the purpose of 
arranging a meeting with the land 
owners. The land owner referred all 
future engagement to his legal 
representatives. 
 

Legal court papers have been served 
to the applicant for court interdict  

Mr Johanne 
Steenkamp 

X 24/04/2021 Where will water for mining operations 
be sourced? 
 
 
 
 

The plan is to source water from the 
farm borehole however this will be 
determined by the geohydrological 
assessment that will be undertaken to 
determine the viability and impact 
that may be associated   
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Water recycling must be considered. If the assessment study confirms the 
viability of abstracting water from 
underground, water recycling facility 
will be constructed. 

Who will supply electricity? Electricity will be supplied by Eskom. 
 

The mine must at least employ 50-60% 
from the community of Boshof. This will 
help avoid industrial strikes. Majority of 
community members are living in abject 
poverty and unemployed.  

The S&LP covers this aspect as relates 
to job opportunities. Locals must 
always be given preference in terms of 
jobs and business opportunities to be 
offered during mine operation. In an 
instance where the skills and services 
required by the mine is not readily 
available within Boshof, the mine will 
consider acquiring services and skills 
outside local radius. 
 

How will the mine contribute to 
community development and 
upliftment? 

The SLP have as of now omitted this 
aspect deliberately. This is primary to 
allow community to participate in this 
consultation process and to give the 
community together with 
stakeholders and forums an 
opportunity to make contributions. 
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A community committee forum must be 
appointed to oversee the budget to be 
allocated for the community  
 
 
 
Our road infrastructure is not in good 
condition and will be worsen when the 
mine commence with operations. Is the 
mine aware of poor road infrastructure 
and how will the mine help improve our 
roads? 

This impression is admirable and it will 
ensure that the community is properly 
represented and there will also be 
transparency and accountable. 
 
 
It is up to the community to decide if 
they want the mine to assist in terms 
of roads infrastructure improvement 
as part of social responsibility. 
 

How will the mine ensure safety for the 
farm community and neighbouring farms 
in particular? 

Obviously, the issue of safety and 
security is the role of the law 
enforcement agency that must work 
together with the community to 
address social ills including crimes. 
The mine is not exempted in this 
regard and will work hand in hand 
with police and the community 
against crimes and any other issues 
affecting the community. 
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                                                                        Comments and question received from I&APs 

Mr Willem Van 
Niekerk 
(Bufelcor Langkop 
Boedery) 

x 21/4/2021 The access road to the mine runs 
between game farm camps and the fence 
line are within 5m of the road in place. 
The access road is not mentioned in the 
draft scoping report. 

The current site plan has not been 
finalised. The final site plan will be 
done in consideration to all comments 
made by interested and affected 
parties. A traffic management 
assessment will be undertaken. The 
traffic management plan will be 
guided by the assessment 
recommendations and comments 
from the land owner and affected 
parties. It has been highlighted on the 
draft scoping report (section 7.4) that 
the infrastructure location may be 
shifted depending on the findings by 
various specialist studies and inputs 
from interested and affected parties. 
 
 

Our livelihood and that of our employee 
depends on hunting which takes place in 
the camps in both sides of the roads. 
Hunting for oversea tourist takes place all 
year round and traffic to the mine and 
back will be at great risk. Bullet from 
hunting ruffle can travel several 
kilometres. Alternative safe access road 
should be considered, especially if the 
mine intends to reconstructs and 

•As illustrated above an alternative 
access road will be considered in 
consultations with all parties 
concerned in order to find a best 
practically possible solution. 
•Given that game hunting is seasonal, 
a practical solution also should be 
considered to ensure that both game 
hunting and mining operations are not 
compromised respectively. 
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increase the width of the small access 
road. 

•ecological assessment (Avifauna) 
studies will be undertaken to 
determine the practicality of both 
mining and game farming activity 
operating concurrently. moreover, this 
will include identify potential impacts 
associated and management 
strategies that may be implemented 
to mitigate any potential impacts on 
both activities. This will be done in 
consultation with game farmers and 
the applicant. 
 

Hunting and the associated activities 
such as camp maintenance, farm feeding, 
guest accommodations, game counts, 
anti-poaching, vehicle maintenance, 
taxidermy to mention a few of such 
activities which employed local people. If 
hunting is compromised by mining 
activities famers will live and family in 
Boshof will lose their source of income. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It must be emphasised that we are 
cognisant of the significance of game 
hunting in the broader scale in terms 
of the socio-economic positive 
impacts on the community of Boshof 
and South Africa in general on the 
country GDP. However, equally the 
mining sector have over a period of 
time proven to be the backbone of 
South African economy and 
contributes significantly in terms of 
job creation. Given all the risk known 
and associated with mining activity 
and potential impacts on game 
hunting, it is important that such risks 
and identified impacts be prioritised 
when mining. Therefore, the proposed 
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mining development operation will be 
undertaken in a manner that will not 
pose risks and paying attention to all 
issues raised. 
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Ground water: Abstraction for mining s 
of great concern to all of us. The draft 
scoping report (Pg12) mention that the 
lifespan of the mine will be 32 years and 
that the mine will possible be developed 
to 600m.Kimberlite ore processing is very 
water intensive. The ore is crushed and 
screened using water. The mining water 
is deposited as slurr: 

a) The draft scoping report does not 
detail how water will be recycled 
from the slam dam. 

b) Has the ground water assessment 
been considered for this this 
project? Boshof rainwater is 
calculated to be on average of 
400mm on intermittent of good 
rain year. One borehole is unlikely 
to provide enough water for the 
project. 

c) 1-2% of rainfall goes into 
recharging underground water, so 
one year of good rain does not 
replenish groundwater. 

d) Crops are not cultivated in the 
area. There are no perennial 
rivers in the area 

e) The abstraction of water will 
affect boreholes and the 

a) Water recycling Facility 
• The hydrological studies will be 
undertaken to determine the water 
table level and also the potential 
impacts on underground water that 
associated with mining activities. 
•Recycling of water is necessary given 
that mining operation requires 
excessive amount of water for day-to-
day operations. The technical aspect 
design of the recycling facility will be 
done by an engineer or relevant 
expertise. The cycling facility must be 
designed in such a way that it meets 
the mining needs with the aim of 
reducing abstraction of underground 
water. 
•Methodology or operational design 
of the recycling facility will be 
developed and be included in the 
Environmental Management program 
(EMP). 
b) Ground water impact assessment 
•The underground water assessment 
or geohydrological assessment will be 
undertaken. This is highlighted on 
(section 11.3) of the draft scoping 
report. It is proposed that the scope of 
work for this specialist study include 
the following tasks: 
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surrounding neighbouring 
boreholes. 

f) Kimberlites is known for it salinity 
and heavy metal content and 
kimberlite slime day have the 
potential to pollute underground 
water 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. Desk study - collation of all 
field data, geochemical 
data into a hydrogeological 
conceptual model for the 
proposed mine 
development. 

II. Hydro-census – an update 
of the water level and 
groundwater quality will be 
carried out using boreholes 
identified in the study area. 

III. Evaluation on how the 
mining water needs will 
impact on ground water 
level. 

IV. Basic numerical modelling 
to generate outputs in 
support of the impact 
assessment 

c)Replenishing of underground water 
•This has been noted. The 
geohydrological assessment study will 
include a desk study where historic 
data in Boshof will be used and 
considered in the assessment. 
d)Perennial rivers 
•The draft scoping report highlight in 
(sub-section 9.4.1) that within the 
study there are no perennial rivers but 
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noted presence of seasonal pens and 
other dry water bodies. 
 
e) Effects on boreholes 
 underground water level on the 
surrounding farm neighbours 
•It has been noted in the draft scoping 
report that given the excessive 
demand of water required for mine 
operation, the potential impact on 
underground is invertible. Sub-section 
10.4 (The possible mitigation 
measures that could be applied and 
the level of risk), Underground water 
will include: 
Ground water monitoring system; 
Monitoring of ground water level on 
monthly bases; 
 Monthly ground water test will be 
undertaken. 
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 Noise: Blasting in any form in the middle 
of a game farm is going to have major 
disturbing impacts on animal behaviour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Subsection 3.3.2 only soft blasting 
will be considered as a last resort 
and when deemed necessary. This 
because the hosting rock is black 
and grey Ecca shale, which is quite 
brittle and will not necessitate 
explosive or hard blasting. 

Mitigation measures (Subsection 
10.4) 
• Standardised noise measurements 
should be carried out on individual 
equipment at the delivery to site to 
establish a reference data-base and 
regular checks carried out to ensure 
that equipment is not deteriorated 
and to detect faulty which could lead 
to increase in noise impact overtime. 
• Environmental noise monitoring 
should be carried out at a regular 
interval to detect deviations from 
predicted noise levels and enable 
corrective measures to be taken 
where warranted. 
• Restrict mining activities to day time 
unless agreements obtained to do 
24hr operations. 
• Where possible material stockpiles 
should be properly placed so as to 
protect the boundaries from noise to 
individual operations. 
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• Systematic maintenance of all forms 
of equipment, training of personnel to 
adhere to operational procedures that 
reduce the occurrence and magnitude 
of individual noisy events 
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Tramming, load and haul using Trucks 
and Excavators, vibrating screen of the 
Treatment plant all create noise and 
disturbance. All mining vehicles have to 
be equipped with warning reverse hooter 
and these are designed to make a loud 
noise and can be heard for many 
kilometres especially at night. The 
bushveld is normally quiet and even 
daytime mining activities are going to be 
disruptive with noise. 

Refers to subsection 10.4 on the draft 
scoping report 
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Heritage: 
Boshof area is known for its heritage 
structures on the farms and prehistoric 
artifacts and the scoping report does 
state that a heritage assessment will be 
done 
 

• Sub section 11.3 Description of 
aspects to be assessed as part of 
the environmental impact 
assessment process (Please refer 
to in the draft scoping report) 

The draft scoping report does include 
and recommends that heritage impact 
assessment be undertaken (sub 
section 11.3) 

Flora and fauna:  
The farms that will be impacted by the 
mining activities are home to protected 
species and the flora and fauna 
assessment should include input from all 
affected parties 

The ecological impact assessment 
(Fauna and Flora) will be undertaken 
to identify protected or species of 
ecological importance. Refer to sub 
section 11.3 of the draft scoping 
report. 

Social Impact Assessment: 
Should include the lives of farmers and 
all employees working on the farms, 
hunting and tourism add substantially to 
the GDP of south Africa 

• Refer to sub section 11.3. 
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Not only will dust be generated from 
blasting but the load and haul at the 
mine and along the access roads. Dust 
plumes can move many kilometres and 
haul roads are known for producing fine 
dust which is respirable. Kimberlite dust 
is particularly unsafe due to heavy metal 
content.  

Refer to sub section 11.3 
 
Dust control measures will be 
encapsulated in the EMPr 

Our neighbour Mr Wiese is deaf and we 
are very concern about his safety. One of 
the proposed access roads runs less than 
100m from his house. 

All employee will be confined to the 
mining area. No-go area will be 
marked where all employee will be 
prohibited from encroaching including 
on neighbouring farm land. Security 
control personnel will be charged into 
ensure safety and adherence to site 
rules. The mine will work hand in hand 
with law enforcement agency or SAPS 
to deal with any action of criminality 
that put farm community at risk 

Rhino poaching is very real in our country 
and elevated levels of people no known 
to our community, might have a negative 
impact on the safety and possible 
poaching of rhino in our area 

All actions and elements of criminality 
including poaching will be reported to 
the police. The mine will also ensure 
that all its employee undergoes 
induction training and other relevant 
training to educate workers about 
poaching. 
All employee must comply with mine 
site rules and any employee found to 
contravene or involved in criminal act 
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including animal poaching will be 
dismissed and reported to the police. 

Land invasions at any stage during the 
mining process is of concern to us 

Awareness and education training will 
be undertaken to notify employees of 
no-go areas. The mining operation 
must be strictly restricted to the 
mining area. No activity must 
encroach outside designated areas. 

Dawid Van 
Schalwyk 

X 24/04/2021 Access road to the mine possibly runs 
between game farm camps and the fence 
lines are within 5m of the road in places. 
The access road is not identified in the 
draft scoping report  

The current site plan has not been 
finalised. The final site plan will be 
done in consideration with all 
comments made by interested and 
affected parties. A traffic management 
assessment will be undertaken. The 
traffic management plan will be 
guided by the assessment 
recommendations and comments 
from the land owner and affected 
parties. It has been highlighted on the 
draft scoping report (section 7.4) that 
the infrastructure location may be 
shifted depending on the findings 
from various specialist studies and 
inputs from interested and affected 
parties. 
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Our livelihood and that of our employees 
depends on hunting which takes place in 
the camps on both sides of the road. 
Hunting for overseas tourists takes place 
all year round and traffic to the mine and 
back will be a great risk. Bullets from the 
hunting rifle can travel several 
kilometres. Alternative safe access to the 
mine should be considered, especially if 
the mining contractor intends to 
reconstruct and increase the width of the 
small access road. 

• As illustrated above an alternative 
access road will be considered in 
consultations with all parties 
concerned in order to find a best 
practically possible solution. 

• Given that game hunting is 
seasonal, a practical solution also 
should be considered to ensure 
that both game hunting and 
mining operations are not 
compromised respectively. 

• Avifauna assessment studies will 
be undertaken to determine the 
practicality of both mining and 
game farming activity operating 
concurrently. Moreover, this will 
include identify potential impacts 
associated and management 
strategies that may be 
implemented to mitigate any 
potential impacts on both 
activities. This will be done in 
consultation with game farmers 
and the applicant. 

Hunting and the associated activities 
such as game camp maintenance, farm 
feeding, guest accommodation upkeep, 
catering for tourists, slaughtering, 
butchery activities, firefighting, game 
counts, anti-poaching, vehicle 

It must be emphasised that we are 
cognisant of the significance of game 
hunting in the broader scale in terms 
of socio-economic positive impacts on 
the community of Boshof and South 
Africa in general on the country GDP. 
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maintenance, taxidermy to mention a 
few are all activities which employ local 
people. If hunting is comprised by the 
mining activities farmers will move and 
many Boshof families will lose their 
source of income 

However, equally the mining sector 
have over a period of time proven to 
be the backbone of South African 
economy and contributes significantly 
in terms of job creation. Given all the 
risk known and associated with mining 
activity and its impacts on game 
hunting, it is important that such risks 
and identified impacts be prioritised 
when mining. Therefore, the proposed 
mining development operation will be 
undertaken in a manner that will not 
pose risks and in consideration with all 
issues raised. 

Ground water abstraction for mining is of 
great concern to all. The draft scoping 
report (P12) mentions that the life of the 
mine is 32 years and that the mine will 
possibly be developed to 600m. 
Kimberlite ore processing is very water 
intensive. The ore is crushed and 
screened using water. The mining waste 
is deposited as a slurry (water liquid 
containing the fine kimberlite material) 
a. The draft does not detail how water 

will be returned or recycled from the 
slurry dams 

b. Has a ground water impact 
assessment been considered for this 
project? Boshof annual rainfall is 

a) Water recycling Facility 

• The hydrological studies will be 
undertaken to determine the 
water table level and also the 
potential impacts of underground 
water that may be associated with 
mining activities. 

• Recycling of water is necessary 
given that mining operation 
requires excessive amount of 
water for day-to-day operations. 
The technical aspect design of the 
recycling facility will be done by an 
engineer or relevant expertise. The 
cycling facility must be designed in 
such a way that it meets the 
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calculated to being an average of 
400mm with intermittent years of 
good rain. One borehole is unlikely to 
provide sufficient water for the 
project. 

c. 1-2% of rainfall goes into recharging 
groundwater, so one year of good 
rains does not necessarily replenish 
groundwater. 

d. Crops are not cultivated in the area 
because of the lack of water. There 
are no perennial rivers in the area. 

e. The abstraction of water would affect 
the borehole levels of farms in the 
surrounding area. 

f. Kimberlite is known for its salinity 
and heavy metal content and 
kimberlite slurry dams have the 
potential to pollute groundwater 

mining needs with the aim of 
reducing abstraction of 
underground water. 

• Methodology or operational 
design of the recycling facility will 
be developed and be included in 
the Environmental Management 
program (EMP). 

b) Ground water impact assessment 

• The underground water 
assessment or geohydrological 
assessment will be undertaken. 
This is highlighted on (section 
11.3) of the draft scoping report. 

It is proposed that the scope of work 
for this specialist study include the 
following tasks: 

• Desk study - collation of all field 
data, geochemical data into a 
hydrogeological conceptual model 
for the proposed mine 
development. 

• Hydro-census – an update of the 
water level and groundwater 
quality will be carried out using 
boreholes identified in the study 
area. 

• Evaluation on how the mining 
water needs will impact on ground 
water level. 
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• Basic numerical modelling to 
generate outputs in support of the 
impact assessment 

c) Replenishing of underground 
water 

• This has been noted. The 
geohydrological assessment study 
will include a desk study where 
historic data in Boshof will be used 
and considered in the assessment. 

d) Perennial rivers 

• The draft scoping report highlight 
in (sub-section 9.4.1) that within 
the study there are no perennial 
rivers but noted presence of 
seasonal pens and water bodies. 

e) Effects on boreholes underground 
water level on the surrounding 
farm neighbours 

• It has been noted in the draft 
scoping report that given the 
excessive demand of water 
required for mine operation, the 
potential impact on underground 
is invertible. Sub-section 10.4 (The 
possible mitigation measures that 
could be applied and the level of 
risk), Underground water will 
include: 

Ground water monitoring system; 
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Monitoring of ground water level on 
monthly bases; 
 Monthly ground water test will be 
undertaken. 
 

Blasting in any form in the middle of 
game farming areas is going to have a 
major disturbing impact on animal 
behaviour.  

• Subsection 3.3.2 only soft blasting 
will be considered as a last resort 
and deemed necessary. This 
because the hosting rock is black 
and grey Ecca shale, which is quite 
brittle and will not necessitate 
explosive or hard blasting. 

Mitigation measures (Subsection 
10.4) 
• Standardised noise measurements 
should be carried out on individual 
equipment at the delivery to site to 
establish a reference data-base and 
regular checks carried out to ensure 
that equipment is not deteriorating 
and to detect increases which could 
lead to increase in noise impact 
overtime and increased complaints. 
• Environmental noise monitoring 
should be carried out at regularly to 
detect deviations from predicted noise 
levels and enable corrective measures 
to be taken where warranted. 
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• Restrict mining activities to day time 
unless agreements obtained to do 
24hr operations. 
• Where possible material stockpiles 
should be placed so as to protect the 
boundaries from noise to individual 
operations. 
• Systematic maintenance of all forms 
of equipment, training of personnel to 
adhere to operational procedures that 
reduce the occurrence and magnitude 
of individual noisy events 

Jacobus Barnard 
(Welverdiend 
farm) 

X 27/04/2021 Access road to the mine possibly runs 
between game farm camps and the fence 
lines are within 5m of the road in places. 
The access road is not identified in the 
draft scoping report 

The current site plan has not been 
finalised. The final site plan will be 
done in consideration with all 
comments made by interested and 
affected parties. A traffic management 
assessment will be undertaken. The 
traffic management plan will be 
guided by the assessment 
recommendations and comments 
from the land owner and affected 
parties. It has been highlighted on the 
draft scoping report (section 7.4) that 
the infrastructure location may be 
shifted depending on the finding of 
various specialist studies and inputs 
from interested and affected parties. 

Our livelihood and that of our employees 
depends on hunting which takes place in 

• As illustrated above an alternative 
access road will be considered in 
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the camps on both sides of the road. 
Hunting for overseas tourists takes place 
all year round and traffic to the mine and 
back will be a great risk. Bullets from the 
hunting rifle can travel several 
kilometres. Alternative safe access to the 
mine should be considered, especially if 
the mining contractor intends to 
reconstruct and increase the width of the 
small access road. 

consultations with all parties 
concerned in order to find a best 
practically possible solution. 

• Given that game hunting is 
seasonal, a practical solution also 
should be considered to ensure 
that both game hunting and 
mining operations are not 
compromised respectively. 

Avifauna assessment studies will be 
undertaken to determine the 
practicality of both mining and game 
farming activity operating 
concurrently. Moreover, this will 
include identify potential impacts 
associated and management 
strategies that may be implemented 
to mitigate any potential impacts on 
both activities. This will be done in 
consultation with game farmers and 
the applicant. 

Hunting and the associated activities 
such as game camp maintenance, farm 
feeding, guest accommodation upkeep, 
catering for tourists, slaughtering, 
butchery activities, firefighting, game 
counts, anti-poaching, vehicle 
maintenance, taxidermy to mention a 
few are all activities which employ local 
people. If hunting is comprised by the 

It must be emphasised that we are 
cognisant of the significance of game 
hunting in the broader scale in terms 
of socio-economic positive impacts on 
the community of Boshof and South 
Africa in general on the country GDP. 
However, equally the mining sector 
have over a period of time proven to 
be the backbone of South African 
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mining activities farmers will move and 
many Boshof families will lose their 
source of income 

economy and contributes significantly 
in terms of job creation. Given all the 
risk known and associated with mining 
activity and its impacts on game 
hunting, it is important that such risks 
and identified impacts be prioritised 
when mining. Therefore, the proposed 
mining development operation will be 
undertaken in a manner that will not 
pose risks and in consideration with all 
issues raised. 

Ground water abstraction for mining is of 
great concern to all. The draft scoping 
report (P12) mentions that the life of the 
mine is 32 years and that the mine will 
possibly be developed to 600m. 
Kimberlite ore processing is very water 
intensive. The ore is crushed and 
screened using water. The mining waste 
is deposited as a slurry (water liquid 
containing the fine kimberlite material) 
a. The draft does not detail how water 

will be returned or recycled from the 
slurry dams 

b. Has a ground water impact 
assessment been considered for this 
project? Boshof annual rainfall is 
calculated to being an average of 
400mm with intermittent years of 
good rain. One borehole is unlikely to 

a. Water recycling Facility 

• The hydrological studies will be 
undertaken to determine the 
water table level and also the 
potential impacts of underground 
water that may be associated with 
mining activities. 

• Recycling of water is necessary 
given that mining operation 
requires excessive amount of 
water for day-to-day operations. 
The technical aspect design of the 
recycling facility will be done by an 
engineer or relevant expertise. The 
cycling facility must be designed in 
such a way that it meets the 
mining needs with the aim of 
reducing abstraction of 
underground water. 
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provide sufficient water for the 
project. 

c. 1-2% of rainfall goes into recharging 
groundwater, so one year of good 
rains does not necessarily replenish 
groundwater. 

d. Crops are not cultivated in the area 
because of the lack of water. There 
are no perennial rivers in the area. 

e. The abstraction of water would affect 
the borehole levels of farms in the 
surrounding area. 

Kimberlite is known for its salinity and 
heavy metal content and kimberlite 
slurry dams have the potential to pollute 
groundwater 

• Methodology or operational 
design of the recycling facility will 
be developed and be included in 
the Environmental Management 
program (EMP). 

b. Ground water impact assessment 

• The underground water 
assessment or geohydrological 
assessment will be undertaken. 
This is highlighted on (section 
11.3) of the draft scoping report. 

It is proposed that the scope of work 
for this specialist study include the 
following tasks: 

• Desk study - collation of all field 
data, geochemical data into a 
hydrogeological conceptual model 
for the proposed mine 
development. 

• Hydro-census – an update of the 
water level and groundwater 
quality will be carried out using 
boreholes identified in the study 
area. 

• Evaluation on how the mining 
water needs will impact on ground 
water level. 

• Basic numerical modelling to 
generate outputs in support of the 
impact assessment 
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c. Replenishing of underground 
water 

• This has been noted. The 
geohydrological assessment study 
will include a desk study where 
historic data in Boshof will be used 
and considered in the assessment. 

d. Perennial rivers 

• The draft scoping report highlight 
in (sub-section 9.4.1) that within 
the study there are no perennial 
rivers but noted presence of 
seasonal pens and water bodies. 

e. Effects on boreholes underground 
water level on the surrounding 
farm neighbours 

• It has been noted in the draft 
scoping report that given the 
excessive demand of water 
required for mine operation, the 
potential impact on underground 
is invertible. Sub-section 10.4 (The 
possible mitigation measures that 
could be applied and the level of 
risk), Underground water will 
include: 

Ground water monitoring system; 
Monitoring of ground water level on 
monthly bases; 
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 Monthly ground water test will be 
undertaken. 

Noise: 
Blasting in any form in the middle of 
game farming areas is going to have a 
major disturbing impact on animal 
behaviour. 
 
a. Tramming, load and haul using Trucks 

and Excavators, vibrating screen of 
the Treatment plant all create noise 
and disturbance. All mining vehicles 
have to be equipped with warning 
reverse hooter and these are 
designed to make a loud noise and 
can be heard for many kilometres 
especially at night. The bushveld is 
normally quiet and even daytime 
mining activities are going to be 
disruptive with noise. 

 

• Subsection 3.3.2 only soft blasting 
will be considered as a last resort 
and deemed necessary. This 
because the hosting rock is black 
and grey Ecca shale, which is quite 
brittle and will not necessitate 
explosive or hard blasting. 

Mitigation measures (Subsection 
10.4) 
• Standardised noise measurements 
should be carried out on individual 
equipment at the delivery to site to 
establish a reference data-base and 
regular checks carried out to ensure 
that equipment is not deteriorating 
and to detect increases which could 
lead to increase in noise impact 
overtime and increased complaints. 
• Environmental noise monitoring 
should be carried out at regularly to 
detect deviations from predicted noise 
levels and enable corrective measures 
to be taken where warranted. 
• Restrict mining activities to day time 
unless agreements obtained to do 
24hr operations. 
• Where possible material stockpiles 
should be placed so as to protect the 
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boundaries from noise to individual 
operations. 
• Systematic maintenance of all forms 
of equipment, training of personnel to 
adhere to operational procedures that 
reduce the occurrence and magnitude 
of individual noisy events 
 
a. Refers to subsection 10.4 on the 

draft scoping report 

Boshof area is known for its heritage 
structures on the farms and prehistoric 
artifacts and the scoping report does 
state that a heritage assessment will be 
done 

• Sub section 11.3 Description of 
aspects to be assessed as part of 
the environmental impact 
assessment process (Please refer 
to in the draft scoping report) 

The draft scoping report does include 
and recommends that heritage impact 
assessment be undertaken (sub 
section 11.3) 

The farms that will be impacted by the 
mining activities are home to protected 
species and the flora and fauna 
assessment should include input from all 
affected parties 

The ecological impact assessment 
(Fauna and Flora) will be undertaken 
to identify protected or species of 
ecological importance. Refer to sub 
section 11.3 of the draft scoping 
report. 

Should include the lives of farmers and 
all employees working on the farms, 
hunting and tourism add substantially to 
the GDP of south Africa 

Refer to sub section 11.3. 
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Not only will dust be generated from 
blasting but the load and haul at the 
mine and along the access roads. Dust 
plumes can move many kilometres and 
haul roads are known for producing fine 
dust which is respirable. Kimberlite dust 
is particularly unsafe due to heavy metal 
content 

Refer to sub section 11.3 
Dust control measures will be 
encapsulated in the EMPr 

Veld fires have been devastation over the 
past years. We have to ensure that the 
risks of negligent fires are prevented at 
all cost. The presence of mine workers 
and mining, due to long working hours, 
holds a risk of fire in the form of poor 
housekeeping, discarded cigarettes on 
the game farms. Veld fires due to mining 
negligence can have a great negative 
impact on many aspects of the game 
farms as business units. The direct 
impact of veld fires on a business unit 
can be as follows: 

• Wildlife and game loss 

• Infrastructure loss 

• Loss of productivity 

• Financial losses 

• Loss of equipment 

• Staff unemployment 

• Emotional impact 

• Bankruptcy 

• Death  

No fire will be allowed at the mine. 
Smoking zones will be demarcated. 
Fire preventive measures will be put in 
place to prevent potential hazard 
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Malan Van Zyl 
(Farm Goede 
Uitsig Ged 1 C/O 
CAMC Medicine 
Clinic CC) 

X 25/04/2021 My farm Goede Uitsig Portion 1 is 
dedicated to game farming and hosting 
of hunters and tourists. It is absolutely 
dependent on a quiet atmosphere, good 
ambiance, bushveld atmosphere and 
appearance. This will be impossible to 
maintain with a mine and all its 
associated noise, dust, people and 
activity nearby. 

a) Noise  
Mitigation measures (Subsection 10.4)  

• Standardised noise measurements 
should be carried out on individual 
equipment at the delivery to site 
to establish a reference data-base 
and regular checks carried out to 
ensure that equipment is not 
deteriorating and to detect 
increases which could lead to 
increase in noise impact overtime 
and increased complaints.  

• Environmental noise monitoring 
should be carried out at regularly 
to detect deviations from 
predicted noise levels and enable 
corrective measures to be taken 
where warranted.  

• Restrict mining activities to day 
time unless agreements obtained 
to do 24hr operations.  

• Where possible material stockpiles 
should be placed so as to protect 
the boundaries from noise to 
individual operations.  

• Systematic maintenance of all 
forms of equipment, training of 
personnel to adhere to 
operational procedures that 
reduce the occurrence and 
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magnitude of individual noisy 
events  

 
b) Dust  

Refer to sub section 11.3 Dust 
control measures will be 
encapsulated in the EMPr  
 

c) Presence of personnel or people on 
the mine  

• The mining area will be 
demarcated with a parameter 
fence  

• The mine will have access control 
with security personnel 24/7. 

• Security patrol around the mine 
area will be enforced. 

• All personnel will be restricted to 
mining area during working hours  

• No worker will be allowed to 
encroach outside demarcated 
mining area. 

The game is absolutely dependent on 
nutritious and dust free pasture, which 
will be at risk with a mine and its 
activities nearby 

As elaborated above concerning dust 
impacts, dust control measures will be 
strictly implemented and monitored. 
Dust monitors will be installed to 
monitor dust level during operational 
hours. Data collected will be send for 
interpretation and analyses. This will 
assist in knowing what measures and 
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control or improvements can be made 
continuously. However, we are aware 
of this potential impact and effect 
related to dust. Other measures will 
include avoiding clearing of vegetation 
by keeping vegetation cover on the 
surface. Vegetation clearing will be 
done where and when deemed 
necessary with precautionary 
measures being put in place. 

My farm is absolutely dependent on 
underground water for both human and 
animal consumption. The water is 
currently clean (tested) and of adequate 
supply. Mining activities nearby may 
have a profound effect on lowering the 
water table and causing water pollution, 
making the water unusable, or too little 
or too deep or too expensive to reach. 

It has been noted in the draft scoping 
report that given the excessive 
demand of water required for mine 
operations, the potential impact on 
underground is invertible. Sub-section 
10.4 (The possible mitigation 
measures that could be applied and 
the level of risk), Underground water 
will include: Ground water monitoring 
system; Monitoring of ground water 
level on monthly bases; Monthly 
ground water test will be undertaken. 
Geohydrological studies will be carried 
out to assess the potential risk on 
underground water. 

All the capital which has been spent in 
the development of this farm may be lost 
if the mine goes ahead. 

In terms of jobs creations, this are 
preliminary projections based on the 
phases of the mine operations. The 
first years of the mine operation will 
be an initial phase which will 
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encompasses further study of the 
mineral on the proposed mine. This 
entails that the 1st years of the mine 
will not be labour intensive however, 
it is envisaged that as the mine 
progresses more labour force will be 
absorbed. It is also important to note 
that we should be cautious not to 
create high level of expectations from 
the community as this may create 
problems in future. The employment 
projection is based on realist needs of 
the mine in it phases. 

Boshof is currently considered a safe area 
with minimal violent crime. A mine with 
all the people and activity it brings, will 
doubtless change that. We will no longer 
be safe 

Crime is always of concern to every 
community and it is the responsibility 
of the Police agency and the 
community to work together to 
address the social ills. The mine will 
work hand together with the police 
and community when crime becomes 
of concerns. South Africa is known for 
high level of crime rate. 

The livelihood of my employees depends 
on hunting and activity on the farm. Their 
livelihood will be at risk if the ability of 
the farm for its game associated activities 
are curtailed by the mining activities. 

All factors as pertains to the socio-
economic impacts of the proposed 
mine are well documented including 
the potential loss of jobs for game 
hunting employee. However, it must 
be emphasised that the mine will also 
contributes positively in many aspects 
in the community including game 
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hunting.it is well known that mining 
sector has the potential to stimulate 
local economic growth in terms of 
revenue and GDP. It is envisaged that 
other sectors also stand to benefit 
directly and indirectly on this project 
including tourism and game hunting 
sector. The mining sector have the 
potential to attracts various categories 
of job skills employment some who 
may have interest in game hunting 
and tourism and in turn benefits 
tourism and game hunting in general. 
All issues of environmental concerns 
pertaining to game hunting will be 
addressed through EMPr 

The total number of employment jobs 
created (page 13 of the scoping report) is 
misleading as multiple years are added, 
while the jobs at any given time remains 
largely unchanged. The number of jobs 
created (144) will likely be less than the 
jobs lost if hunting, farming and its 
associated activities are negatively 
affected. 

Refer to number 6 
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I share all the concerns voiced by my 
neighbour, Willem van Niekerk of 
Buffelcor Langkop Boerdery:  
a.  The access road is not identified in 

the draft scoping report. It probably 
runs between game farm camps. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The current site plan has not been 
finalised. The final site plan will be 
done in consideration with all 
comments made by interested and 
affected parties. A traffic management 
assessment will be undertaken. The 
traffic management plan will be 
guided by the assessment 
recommendations and comments 
from the land owner and affected 
parties. It has been highlighted on the 
draft scoping report (section 7.4) that 
the infrastructure location may be 
shifted depending on the finding of 
various specialist studies and inputs 
from interested and affected parties. 

 
 
 
 

 
b. Our livelihood and that of our 

employees depends on hunting which 
takes place in the camps on both 
sides of the road (I have a 
hunting/tourist cooperation  

As illustrated above an alternative 
access road will be considered in 
consultations with all parties 
concerned in order to find a best 
practically possible solution. 
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Given that game hunting is seasonal, a 
practical solution also  
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c. agreement with Buffelcor Langkop 
Boerdery). Hunting for overseas 
tourists takes place all year round 
and traffic to the mine and back will 
be at great risk. Bullets from a 
hunting rifle can travel several 
kilometres. Alternative safe access to 
the mine should be considered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d. Game hunting as a source of 

employment: hunting and associated 
activities such as game camp 
maintenance, farm feeding, guest 
accommodation upkeep, catering for 
tourists, slaughtering, butchery 
activities, firefighting, game counts, 
antipoaching, vehicle maintenance, 
taxidermy to mention a few are all 
activities which employ local people. 
If hunting is compromised by the 
mining activities farmers will move 
and many Boshof families will lose 
their source of income. 

e. Ground water: Abstruction of 
groundwater for mining is of great 
concern to all. The draft scoping 

should be considered to ensure 
that both game hunting and 
mining operations are not 
compromised respectively. • 
Avifauna assessment studies will 
be undertaken to determine the 
practicality of both mining and 
game farming activity operating 
concurrently. moreover, this will 
include identify potential impacts 
associated and management 
strategies that may be 
implemented to mitigate any 
potential impacts on both 
activities. This will be done in 
consultation with game farmers 
and the applicant. 
 
 
 
 
 
It must be emphasised that we are 
cognisant of the significance of 
game hunting in the broader scale 
in terms of socio-economic 
positive impacts on the 
community of Boshof and South 
Africa in general on the country 
GDP. However, equally the mining 
sector have over a period of time 
proven to be the backbone of 
South African economy and 
contributes significantly in terms 
of job creation. Given all the risk 
known and associated with mining 
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Tobie Wiese 
(Leeuwfontein) 

X 22/04/2021 The access road: 
Access road to the mine possibly runs 
between game farm camps and the fence 
lines are within 5m of the road in places. 
The access road is not identified in the 
draft scoping report 

The current site plan has not been 
finalised. The final site plan will be 
done in consideration with all 
comments made by interested and 
affected parties. A traffic management 
assessment will be undertaken. The 
traffic management plan will be 
guided by the assessment 
recommendations and comments 
from the land owner and affected 
parties. It has been highlighted on the 
draft scoping report (section 7.4)that 
the infrastructure location may be 
shifted depending on the finding  of 
various specialist studies and inputs 
from interested and affected parties. 

Alternative to access road: 
Our livelihood and that of our employees 
depends on hunting which takes place in 
the camps on both sides of the road. 
Hunting for overseas tourists takes place 
all year round and traffic to the mine and 
back will be a great risk. Bullets from the 
hunting rifle can travel several 
kilometres. Alternative safe access to the 
mine should be considered, especially if 
the mining contractor intends to 
reconstruct and increase the width of the 
small access road. 

• As illustrated above an alternative 
access road will be considered in 
consultations with all parties 
concerned in order to find a best 
practically possible solution. 

• Given that game hunting is 
seasonal, a practical solution also 
should be considered to ensure 
that both game hunting and 
mining operations are not 
compromised respectively. 

Avifauna assessment studies will be 
undertaken to determine the 
practicality of both mining and game 
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farming activity operating 
concurrently. Moreover, this will 
include identify potential impacts 
associated and management 
strategies that may be implemented 
to mitigate any potential impacts on 
both activities. This will be done in 
consultation with game farmers and 
the applicant. 

Game hunting as a source of 
employment:  
Hunting and the associated activities 
such as camp maintenance, farm feeding, 
guest accomodations,game counts,anti-
poaching,vehicle maintenance, taxidermy 
to mention a few of such activities which 
employed local people. If hunting is 
compromised by mining activities famers 
will live and family in Boshof will lose 
their source of income. 
 

It must be emphasised that we are 
cognisant of the significance of game 
hunting in the broader scale in terms 
of socio-economic positive impacts on 
the community of Boshof and South 
Africa in general on the country GDP. 
However, equally the mining sector 
have over a period of time proven to 
be the backbone of South African 
economy and contributes significantly 
in terms of job creation. Given all the 
risk known and associated with mining 
activity and its impacts on game 
hunting, it is important that such risks 
and identified impacts be prioritised 
when mining. Therefore, the proposed 
mining development operation will be 
undertaken in a manner that will not 
pose risks and in consideration with all 
issues raised. 
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Ground water: Abstraction of 
groundwater for mining is of great 
concern to all. The draft scoping report 
(P12) mentions that the life of the mine is 
32 years and that the mine may be 
developed to a depth of 600 m. 
Kimberlite or processing is very water 
intensive. The ore is crushed and 
screened using water. The mining waste 
is deposited as a slurry (watery liquid 
containing the fine kimberlite material).  

a. The draft report does not detail 
how water will be returned or 
recycled from the slurry dams  

b. Has a groundwater impact 
assessment been considered for 
this project? Boshof annual 
rainfall is calculated to being an 
average of 400 mm with 
intermittent years of good rains. 
One borehole is unlikely to 
provide sufficient water for the 
project. 

c. 1 to 2% of rainfall goes into 
recharging groundwater so one 
year of good rains does not 
necessarily replenish 
groundwater. Crops are not 
cultivated in the area because of 

a. Water recycling Facility 

• The hydrological studies will be 
undertaken to determine the 
water table level and also the 
potential impacts of underground 
water that may be associated with 
mining activities. 

• Recycling of water is necessary 
given that mining operation 
requires excessive amount of 
water for day-to-day operations. 
The technical aspect design of the 
recycling facility will be done by an 
engineer or relevant expertise. The 
cycling facility must be designed in 
such a way that it meets the 
mining needs with the aim of 
reducing abstraction of 
underground water. 

• Methodology or operational 
design of the recycling facility will 
be developed and be included in 
the Environmental Management 
program (EMP). 

b. Ground water impact assessment 

• The underground water 
assessment or geohydrological 
assessment will be undertaken. 
This is highlighted on (section 
11.3) of the draft scoping report. 
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lack of water. There are no 
perennial rivers in the area. 

d. The abstraction of water could 
affect the borehole levels of 
farms in the surrounding area. 

e. Kimberlite is known for its salinity 
and heavy metal content and 
kimberlite slurry dams have the 
potential to pollute groundwater. 

 

It is proposed that the scope of work 
for this specialist study include the 
following tasks: 

• Desk study - collation of all field 
data, geochemical data into a 
hydrogeological conceptual model 
for the proposed mine 
development. 

• Hydro-census – an update of the 
water level and groundwater 
quality will be carried out using 
boreholes identified in the study 
area. 

• Evaluation on how the mining 
water needs will impact on ground 
water level. 

• Basic numerical modelling to 
generate outputs in support of the 
impact assessment 

c. Replenishing of underground 
water 

• This has been noted. The 
geohydrological assessment study 
will include a desk study where 
historic data in Boshof will be used 
and considered in the assessment. 

d. Perennial rivers 

• The draft scoping report highlight 
in (sub-section 9.4.1) that within 
the study there are no perennial 
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rivers but noted presence of 
seasonal pens and water bodies. 

e. Effects on boreholes underground 
water level on the surrounding 
farm neighbours 

• It has been noted in the draft 
scoping report that given the 
excessive demand of water 
required for mine operation, the 
potential impact on underground 
is invertible. Sub-section 10.4 (The 
possible mitigation measures that 
could be applied and the level of 
risk), Underground water will 
include: 

Ground water monitoring system; 
Monitoring of ground water level on 
monthly bases; 
 Monthly ground water test will be 
undertaken. 
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Noise: Blasting in any form in the middle 
of a game farm is going to have major 
disturbing impacts on animal behaviour 

• Subsection 3.3.2 only soft blasting 
will be considered as a last resort 
and deemed necessary. This 
because the hosting rock is black 
and grey Ecca shale, which is quite 
brittle and will not necessitate 
explosive or hard blasting. 

Mitigation measures (Subsection 
10.4) 
• Standardised noise measurements 
should be carried out on individual 
equipment at the delivery to site to 
establish a reference data-base and 
regular checks carried out to ensure 
that equipment is not deteriorating 
and to detect increases which could 
lead to increase in noise impact 
overtime and increased complaints. 
• Environmental noise monitoring 
should be carried out at regularly to 
detect deviations from predicted noise 
levels and enable corrective measures 
to be taken where warranted. 
• Restrict mining activities to day time 
unless agreements obtained to do 
24hr operations. 
• Where possible material stockpiles 
should be placed so as to protect the 
boundaries from noise to individual 
operations. 
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• Systematic maintenance of all forms 
of equipment, training of personnel to 
adhere to operational procedures that 
reduce the occurrence and magnitude 
of individual noisy events 
 

Sara sparks 
(Rochelle Eco 
Farm and 
consulting) 

X 28/04/2021  

Does Invest in property (Pty) Ltd have a 
prospecting license for diamond mining 

Invest in Property does have a 
prospecting permit which was first 
granted in 2007 and has been 
subjected to renewal till march 2021. 

Approach to mining activities (S 3.3.2.2 
P9) 
a. How was the life of mine determined 

to be 32 years if the first year will 
entail a pilot project to determine the 
way forward? 

b. Will the open pit method give way to 
underground mining? The 
infrastructure for underground 
mining is possibly far more complex 
than open cast mining especially if 
the working extends to 600m.  

a. Based on the geological studies 
undertaken and mineral resource 
estimate.it is envisaged that the 
mine life span will be 30 years and 
2 years for mine closure and 
rehabilitation. 

b. It cannot be predicted when 
conversion to underground mining 
would take place. However, if 
confirmed largest anomaly (~15 
ha) as minable target, open pit 
mining can take up to 15 years. 
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Water quality: Tailing dumps and dams: 
There are few abandoned/ old mines in 
the Boshof area where tailings dumps 
and dams are not rehabilitated 
a. Salination of soils and groundwater 

takes place from discarded kimberlite 
dumps over the years due to 
geochemistry of kimberlite. Sodium 
and sulphate are prevalent in 
kimberlites. Those mines also 
had/have approved EMPs, but 
groundwater pollution has not been 
prevented. 

b. If water quality studies are conducted 
done on the farms where kimberlite 
mines are currently situated, the 
water samples will be found to 
contain higher sodium and sulphate 
levels than samples taken from 
boreholes unaffected by mining. 

c. How will pollution of soils and 
groundwater from the tailings heaps 
and slurry dams be prevented. 

d. Will linings be used for slurry dams? 

a. The environmental impacts 
associated with tailings are very 
detrimental and have long term 
ecological effect including water 
bodies and groundwater resource. 
environmental management 
program to be developed will seek 
to address the impacts 

b. Tailing storage facilities will be 
built with specifications that 
prevent seepages. Regular 
underground test and monitoring 
system will be implemented. 

c. As stated above Tailing storage 
facility must be built in a way that 
prevent seepages. This will include 
monitoring and underground 
water test. EMPr will broadly 
outline the measures to be 
implemented to mitigate or 
prevent soil and ground water or 
water bodies pollution. 

d. Yes. 

Water quantity: Boshof town and all 
farming operations abstract groundwater 
from various boreholes as this is their 
only water resource. How will a 
kimberlite diamond mine with a 
proposed life of 32 years impact on 

A water recycling facility will be built. 
This will help reduce constant 
abstraction of water from borehole 
and also prevent underground water 
depletion. Moreover, there is 
currently a bulk water supply pipe 
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water availability for Boshof town and 
surrounding residents? 

project currently underway (Boshof). 
This means that the mine will not 
need to abstract water from 
underground however it is still not 
clear when the project will be 
completed. 

Waste: Where will the domestic waste be 
disposed? Will the local landfill be used, 
or will the mining company get a license 
to open a new landfill? Pollution of the 
pristine environment from waste is a 
concern. 

An application for environmental 
authorisation was lodged for 
application type NEMWA AND S&EIA.a 
temporary landfill site will be set up at 
the mine area 

Vehicles and equipment and hazardous 
substances:  
a. Where will equipment be 

maintained? Will there be workshop 
onsite? 

b. Oils, grease, paints, solvents, radiator 
coolant, engine cleaners, are 
hazardous substances. It is stated on 
P18 that hazardous substances will be 
limited to hydrocarbons and tailings. 

a. Vehicles maintenance or servicing 
will be done within a designated 
workshop at the mine 

b. It is envisaged that all form of 
hazardous waste may be 
accumulated during operation. 
Paints, oil, grease, coolants, 
solvents, engine cleaners are 
included as hazardous waste. 

Where will employees be housed? (110 
employees) 

The social and labour which is 
currently being developed will address 
all labour issues including housing and 
transportation. 

What is soft blasting as opposed to 
normal mining blasting? 

Soft blasting is this case implies to the 
technique and extent to which 
blasting may be carried out. The idea 
of soft blasting will be applied in a 
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manner that reduces noise and dust 
dissipation as opposed to hard 
blasting. 

Will explosives be stored onsite? Explosive will be stored onsite but also 
taking into consideration of health and 
safety aspects in storing such 
equipment. 

Surface water: P35, S 9.4.1 pans are 
endorheic wetlands and therefore can be 
classified as sensitive 

A geohydrological assessment of the 
area will be undertaken and will give 
more detailed overview of all aspects 
including sensitive area. Our 
preliminary assessment confirmed 
absence of sensitivity areas within the 
study area. 

Dust: Dust monitoring is a standard 
requirement, and this is addressed in a 
report 
a. What dust suppression measures will 

be implemented at the mine? 
b. Respirable dust is a concern (i.e. PM 2 

and 1o micron) 

a. Air quality assessment will be 
carried and therefore a detailed 
mitigatory measure on that 
regards will be derived from 
assessment findings and 
recommendations. 

b. Noted. 

Impacts identified mining and treatment 
plant and tailings deposits: P51 
a. Underground water quality – impact 

low? 
i. The impact on groundwater 

quality by mining and plant 
activities is described as low. 

ii. Mining creates voids into which 
groundwater flows and becomes 

i. The impact assessment rating 
is based on the mitigatory 
measures to be put in place to 
prevent any potential impacts 
on underground water 
resource 

ii. This is well documented 
however the EMPr to be 
developed will seek to come 
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exposed to mining ores and other 
rock formations which are 
normally below ground and not 
exposed to weather. Acid mine 
drainage or saline mine drainage 
can originate from this 

iii. The washing kimberlite ore during 
the screening extraction of 
diamonds using the underground 
water resources will change the 
quality of the water. 

iv. Clay sediments, dissolved solids 
such as sodium and sulphates and 
heavy metals associated with 
kimberlites will be leached into 
groundwater to some degree. 
This will take place from the ore 
treatment process and from the 
leaching of tailings and slimes 
dams over the years.  

with measures to mitigate any 
potential risk and impacts on 
underground water. 

iii. Tailing storage facility will be 
established and be well lined 
to prevent seepage into 
underground water or 
pollution. Washing and 
screening of ore will be carried 
out in designated area with 
preventive measures in place. 

iv. Same as above 

Neighbouring farms: Ecology 
a. There are known species of protected 

mammals and birds on the mining 
farm and on neighbouring farms. 
These species can be specified during 
the following stages of the EIA and 
therefore the ecological experts will 
have to come to site. No desktop 
study 

All aspects raised have been noted 
and will be followed out with careful 
diligence. 
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b. There is a Tortoise sanctuary on the 
farm through which an access road 
traverse 

c. There is a sensitive biome of 
succulent species of heritage interest 
on a neighbouring farm. This aspect 
will have to be investigated on the 
farm for which the mining right has 
been applied for. 

d. At the rate at which environmental 
species are becoming extinct because 
of the loss of habitat due to human 
activities it would be prudent if the 
ecological aspects be investigated 
carefully. 

Andrie De Kock 
(Farmer/Neibour) 

X 28/04/2021 As a neighbour I can state that in this 
area there is not sufficient groundwater 
for mining activities, and that mining will 
affect all the neighbouring farms 
groundwater. 

Geohydrological assessment will be 
undertaken at the proposed area of 
study. Water recycling facility will be 
constructed onsite for water recycling 
purpose and re-use. However, this will 
only be possible if assessment studies 
to be undertaken confirms viability of 
using underground water. 

This is a popular hunting area with lot of 
hunting and conservation farms, and 
mining activities will have a negative 
effect on the ecosystem  

Mining activities and operations may 
only exert impact on the ecosystem 
only if EMPr are not being 
implemented and adhered to. EMPr 
will be developed and encompasses all 
issues raised by interested and 
affected parties. A public meeting will 
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be convened where all parties make 
comments and reviews. 

All the noise, dust, and activities of 
people will destroy the ecosystem 

Noise and dust impacts are covered in 
the draft scoping measures in terms of 
mitigation measures to be applied. 

The past 50 years there were several 
attempts of prospecting and mining of 
diamonds that was unsuccessful due to 
not profitable, all these attempts only 
damage the surrounding and ecosystem 
and waste lots of money 

Prospecting work program carried out 
together with geological studies 
confirms the presence of mineral 
resources. 

The company that does the application 
for mining is well aware of all the facts 
that was mentioned above, and this is 
only a moneymaking scam trying to make 
a lot of money by selling shares to people 
that is not aware of the unprofitability 
and unsustainability of this mining 
project 

The PWP undertaken by the geologist 
confirms the presence of diamond 
within the study area. The geological 
studies carried out and its findings is 
the bases upon which the  applicant 
proceeds with mining right 
application.  

Carol Gemay Van 
Heerden  
(Grootvallei 
Hunting & Guest 
Farm) 
 
Neel Van Heerden 

X 29/04/2021 Grootvallei Hunting & Guest Farm relies 
on outside hunters for game hunting and 
relaxation, thus any injury or loss of 
game that we have due to operations at 
the proposed mine would mean loss of 
income, loss of game as well as possible 

All mining activities will be carried out 
within a demarcated parameter and 
no encroachment will be allowed in 
any other areas outside the mine area. 
All personnel will undergo training or 
induction specifically to alert workers 
about the surrounding environment 
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(Van Heerden 
Boerdery) 
 

retrenchments to 8 families that we 
employ. 
 

including no-go area. All mining 
vehicle will be restricted to a speed 
not exceeding 40Km/hr at the farm. 
Environmental Management Programs 
will be developed and will outline 
various issue varying of ecological 
aspect (Fauna and Flora), noise, dust 
pollutions among others. This is done 
in order to address the socio-
economic and ecological aspect of the 
project in consideration of all issues of 
concerns from neighboring farmers 
and affected parties. 

We have been breeding game for over 20 
years and are concerned that continual 
travel on our roads and the dust 
explosions would cause said game to 
jump the fence and injure themselves as 
well as possibly stunt their breeding 
process due to the noise levels of the 
trucks and operations on the mine.  

The roads infrastructure design will be 
done in consultation with all 
interested and affected parties 
together with the landowner. 
Mitigation measures such as 
continuous surface wetting, dust 
monitoring devices etc will be 
implemented. A complaint register 
will be made available for interested 
and affected parties to raise their 
grievances 

It is also a concern that there could be 
injuries sustained through bullets from 
hunters that may go astray and hit a 
vehicle that is travelling on the ground 
roads between the farms. Although we 
take all precautions to ensure safety, we 

EMPr will be developed and be 
subjected to public comments. All 
matters raised as per the comment 
made are being noted and will be 
included in the EMPr and all 
stakeholders will be given opportunity 
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will not take responsibility for the 
outcome should this issue arise. 

to make comments. It must be noted 
that given that game hunting is 
seasonal, there will be operation 
adjustment as a result therefore to 
cater for game hunting activities, 
however a plan or strategy must be 
development in consultation with all 
affected parties together with the 
mine. 

Van Heerden Boerdery relies on a 
constant water supply to enable us to 
farm productively. The proposed mine 
could hamper this process and we would 
have a loss of income if we cannot feed 
our animals and they should die or the 
lack of water for our fields which would 
result in loss of crops, which in turn 
would also result in retrenchments of our 
staff. 

In the draft scoping report, it has been 
highlighted that the mine will source 
water from the existing boreholes at 
the farm property however a geo-
hydrological assessment will be 
undertaken to determine the viability 
of mine abstracting water from 
underground. The assessment study 
will guide whether or not to use 
underground water and, in an 
instance, where it viable to use 
ground water, a water recycling 
facility will be built primary to 
conserve and save groundwater 
depletion. Moreover, it has been 
brought our attention that there is 
currently a bulk water supply pipe 
under construction which will connect 
or supply water to Boshof. This entails 
that the mine may source the water 
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directly from the main line supple as 
oppose to underground. 

The province of the Free State is already 
a drought-stricken area and small towns 
like Boshof does not have the 
infrastructure to accommodate huge 
projects that use water from the same 
source. 

See comment above 

Constant travel on our roads by trucks 
would mean further damage to our 
already seriously damaged roads. 

It’s unfortunate that Boshof road 
infrastructure particularly R64 which 
links Bloemfontein-Boshof-Kimberley 
is not in good condition. However, 
with all fairness this is the indictment 
of the relevant provincial department 
for failing to maintain road 
infrastructure. We are currently busy 
with social and labour plan and there 
is an aspect that deals with mine 
social responsibility. Some interested 
parties have made inputs and 
purports that the mine must allocate a 
budget from the social responsibility 
fund for maintenance of the roads. 
Therefore, I will advise that as a 
stakeholder, this aspect of road 
maintenance be taken up further for 
inclusion in the Social and Labour 
Plan. 

We already have existing electricity 
problems and our electricity supply is not 

Electricity will be supplied by Eskom 
directly and municipality. 



 80 

always stable, our concern is that the 
proposed mine will add pressure to an 
already overwhelmed grid. 

Besides all the points we mentioned 
above there is also the issue of noise 
pollution and air pollution caused by 
explosions, travelling on the roads, and 
mine operations in general. How would 
air pollution and noise pollution from 
explosions from the said mine effect the 
farm life in general for the people that 
stay there, the guests of the Guest Farm 
and animals that roam there? 

Environmental management programs 
(EMPr)to be compiled will address and 
seek to mitigate all issues raised as 
pertains to noise and dust. Measures 
will be put in place to mitigates such 
impacts during operational hours 

Finally, we feel that the proposed mine 
may cause an increase of stock thief and 
possible break-ins since we will be 
exposed to more feet in the area. 

Security petrol and surveillance 
cameras will be installed at all points 
at the mine.24hrs security patrol will 
be in place. The mine will work hand 
in with law enforcement agency 
against any form of act of criminality. 

We insist that an independent geo-
hydrologist report is done to ascertain 
the water crisis we are already facing and 
the possible effects the proposed mine 
would have on our water source.   

A geo-hydrological assessment will be 
carried out 
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Key categories of issues raised at the public meeting-Please see Appendix 6.F for a full comments and Responses. 

Name(s) Date 
 

Issue raised EAP Response 

Andrew John Roberts Trust and 
Phil Pope 

30/04/2021 Note that there is a court order and 
agreement concluded between relevant 
parties and stakeholders and the whole 
process is therefore in contravention of 
the court order and ultra vires 

It will be unfortunate for the EAP to 
give respond on an issue that is/will 
be before the court. 

Montoedi Shomoleile 30/04/2021 I support this mining application Appreciated  

Michael dinks 30/04/2021 I support this initiation Appreciated  

Gladwyn Maarman 30/04/2021 I support this meeting Appreciated  

Hendrina Maelman 30/04/2021 I support this meeting Appreciated  
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Jan Mokgothu 30/04/2021 I support this meeting Appreciated 

Benjamin Moeng 30/04/2021 I support this meeting Appreciated  

Jonas Maarnnor 30/04/2021 I support this meeting Appreciated  

Boikonyo Croop 30/04/2021  I support this presentation; it is up to for 
the company to di necessary procedure 
to with the battle. 

noted 

Izak Roux  30/04/2021 Roads and transport must give on Traffic 
impact assessment 

The department will be consultant and 
be given opportunity to make 
comment on the Traffic impact 
assessment 
 

The EIA, Mining report and application 
for road access must be submitted to the 
Department of Police, Roads and 
Transport 

All compiled report for all phases 
during S&EIA will be distributed to the 
department for comments and 
approval. 
 
. 

Wv Niekerk 30/04/2021 Will there be enough water for mine 
operations? 
 

The current plan is to source water 
from underground, however a 
geohydrological assessment of a study 
area will be carried out and determine 
the feasibility of abstracting water 
from the underground 

Amount of water being tested? 
 
 
 
 

The assessment to be undertaken will 
also include water teste in the study 
area. 
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What will be the effect on other 
neighbouring farms 

If the assessment study to be 
undertaken confirms that it is feasible 
to abstract water from boreholes, the 
operation plan will include recycling of 
water and regular monitoring of 
underground water level, 
underground water testing. 
 

Access road to the mine All affected parties will have to be 
consulted together with the land 
owner on this issue  
 
 
 

S.S parks 30/04/2021 Please refers to our comments and 
questions on the emails that we sent to 
you with our electronic I&AP 
registrations 
 

All remaining comments and 
questions sent by I&APs will be 
responded on the 4th May 2021 

Water Resource-have to apply for water 
use license and do an impact assessment. 

Water use license will be lodged with 
the Department of Water and 
Sanitations 
 
 

Will final draft and final scooping report 
be provided to I&APs? 
 
 
 

All registered I&APs will be 
electronically sent the final draft and 
final scoping report. 
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When will Specialist studies commence: 
Heritage & archaeological assessment; 
Groundwater impact assessment; 
ecological assessment? 

All listed specialist studies may only 
commence after we have been 
notified by the department to do so. 
This will happen after completion of 
the scoping phase process  
 
 

J.C Lategan 
 

30/04/2021 Why is the municipality involved instead 
the community 

Tokologo Municipality is the custodian 
of the mining town of Boshof. All 
stakeholders identified must make 
comments  

Sello Lebitsa 
 
 
 
 

30/04/2021 Please next public meeting should be 
convened earlier perhaps around 10am 

Noted 

Was there agreement between the land 
owner 

Yes, there is an agreement between 
the Land owner and the applicant. 
However there has been a conflict 
that arose between the land owner 
and the applicant and the matter is 
before the court 

Will the water be manageable? That will be informed by the 
assessment study that will be carried 
out the farm 

I am very happy about the number of 
jobs that will be created 

appreciated 

Can you please send the draft scoping 
report 

The draft scoping report will be sent. 
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Montoedi Shomoleile 
 

30/04/2021 When is the mine going to start 
operating? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At this stage we are still in an 
application process for mining right. 
The mine can only start operating as 
soon as DMRE grants mining right 
permit. 
 
 
 
 

I support this meeting  
I support this initiative 

Noted 
 

I am very satisfied with the contribution 
the mine will make in the community in 
terms of job creations. 

Much appreciated 

Issues raised by Interested and Affected parties and EAP responses have been appended on Appendix 6 
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9. Baseline Environment 
 

9.1.  Geology 
 

This section is extracted from Mining work programme (MWP). 
 
The project area is located within the Loxtonsdal kimberlite cluster which hosts two historical 
diamond mines. All known kimberlites in this cluster are of the Group II variety. The geology 
of the area belongs to Kalahari group, with red and grey Aeolian sand. The area is well known 
to be underlined by dolerite dyke, shale, siltstone and sandstone in isolated areas. Thirty 
percent of the area has calcrete as part of the underlying geology. The area is mostly covered 
by Karoo and dolerite intrusions as well as younger Tertiary and Quaternary surficial deposits. 
Historical unnamed small scale kimberlite diamond mine, 3 formally mapped kimberlite pipes 
and 3 more confirmed kimberlite bodies. Kimberlites protruded Ecca shales of Karoo 
sequence (Permian) and Jurassic dolerites. See plan 3 below 
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Plan 3: Extract from geological map (1:250,000, zoomed to 1: 100,000). Kimberlite target – confirmed by pits and trenche
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9.2. Topography 

 
The surrounding land is mostly natural veld. The slope of the area is relatively flat 0.2% with 
the occurrence of plateau. The site is situated on the highveld of the inland plateau at an 
altitude of 1200m-1400m above sea level. 
 

9.3. Climate 
 
This climatic zone is characterised by hot summers and cold dry winters. Rainfall in the area 
is unpredictable. The majority of rain (88.2%) falls between October and April in the form of 
thunderstorms. During this period rain can be expected every 5 days. 
 
The winters are very dry and rainfall is rare. Any precipitation that does take place tends to 
be brought about by cyclones penetrating the interior of the country. The prevailing winds in 
this area are from a north-westerly direction. The strongest winds tend to blow from a west-
south-westerly direction to a north-north westerly direction and occur from August to 
December. October and November are the windiest months. 
 
The various climatic parameters such as rainfall data, temperature data, evaporation rates, 
wind speed and direction have been obtained from the weather station at Kimberley. 

 

Rainfall intensity: 
 
Most of the rainfalls occur during thunderstorms in the summer months as well as during 
cloud bursts where maximum rainfalls were measured of up to 88mm at a downpour of 
approximately 24 hours. 
 
Average minimum and maximum temperature: 

The average maximum temperature measured during the Summer is 26.57s°C and the 
minimum during the Winter Months Is -9.675°C 

Average monthly wing direction and speed: - 

The prevailing wind direction in the area is mainly from the north to north-westerly with the 
strongest winds from the west-southwest to north-northwest that occurs between August 
and December. October and November months are common for high wind speeds of up to 
4.85 meter per second. 

Average monthly evaporation: - 

It is estimated that the average annual evaporation rate is approximately 2365mm which 
indicates the dry climate conditions in this area. Thus, with an annual rainfall of 380,8mm the 
net evaporation may be calculated to be 1984mm. 

Presence of extreme climate conditions 

Hail:   This is a very rare occurrence in the region. Hail does however occur at an average of 
1,2 days per year in the area. 
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Frost: This can occur from April to October and temperatures during this period can be 
extremely low. The lowest recorded temperature in this area is -7. °C. 

Strong winds: Occasional strong winds occur but not often. 

Droughts: Temperatures during the summer months frequently exceed 30°C and can reach 
up to 40°C at times. These high temperatures coupled with low rainfall make the region 
susceptible to very dry conditions. 

9.4.  Water resource 

Boshof falls within the Lower Vaal Management Area which includes the following rivers; 
Harts River, Molopo River and Vaal River and covers the following dams; Spitskop Dam Harts 
River and Vaal harts Storage Weir Vaal River. The natural occurring water quality in the WMA 
is generally good in the dolomitic/karstic and fractured/crystalline aquifer. In the western 
portion of the WMA in the Kalahari group primary (sand and aquifers and clay formations, the 
quality is often naturally poor with TDS values ranging from 1500 mg/l and higher. The 
application area falls within Quaternary catchment area C91D.See below Map 1 &2 
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Map 1:Lower Vaal Management Area map of the application area 
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Map 2: Quaternary catchment map of the application area
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9.4.1.  Surface water of the application area 

The study area is comprised of seasonal and non-perennial water bodies with no wetland 
sensitivity areas. 

9.4.2. Groundwater 

Boreholes are used by the farmer for animal grazing and agricultural related practice. Artificial 
reservoir is used as storage for pumped underground with a windmill. The water table is 
measured to be at the depth of 40 -50 m deep (note that this are historic records taken in 
2007). The water quality is generally clean an of good palatable standard for animal 
consumption. 

9.5. Soils, Land Use and Capability 

The soil type is Prismacutanic (->25% clay), Red-and Yellow appedal (->20% clay). The 
Prismacutanic and or pedocutanic diagnostic, mostly high clay content has a moderate 
structure and has a week drainage potential. Red and Yellow appedal, freely drained soils, red 
high base status, medium with good drainage potential depth normally ->300mm.The land 
use of the study area is grazing and small-scale agricultural farming. 

9.6. Biodiversity 

The study area is part of the Savannah Biome. The vegetation according to Acocks,1988, is 
Kimberly Thorn Bushveld. The dominant grass species identified onsite are: 

Themeda Triandra; 

Schmidtia Pappophoroides; 

Eragrostis bicolor; 

Stipagrostis obtuse; 

Cynodont dactylon arist congesta; 

Aristida diffusa; 

Stipagrostis uniplumis; 

Pentzia incana; 

Chryscoma cilita& Eragrotis lehmanniana. 

The dominant trees species that identified: 

Acacia karoo; 

Acacia eriolobs; 

Rhus lancea; 

Acacia tortilis; 

Asparagus Africana; 

Ziziphus mucronate & Tarchonanthus camphoratus. 
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It is assumed that the species diversity is much bigger than the species identified and listed 
above. 
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Photo 1: Dominant Thorn Bushveld and Shrub bushveld of Farm Viljoenshof 

 



 95 

 

Photo 2: Dominant grass species Chryscoma cilita& Eragrotis lehmanniana of Farm Viljoenshof 1655 
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Fauna 

Jakals 

Steenbok 

Duiker; 

Mangoes; 

Rabbit; 

Springboks; 

Zebras 

It is assumed that the species diversity is much bigger than the species identified and listed 
above. 
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Plan 5: Savannah Biome 
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Plan 6: Local setting of Kalahari Thornveld and Shrub Bushveld
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9.7. Cultural and Heritage 

There is no historical evidence to confirm any archaeological& palaeontological sites, 
artefacts or any items or tools of heritage importance. Boshof is historical known for cultural 
and heritage sites. The target marked area of study prospected have not uncovered any of 
items or tools of heritage significance. However, the property consists of two grave sites 
located away from application area. It is important to note that there is no record of historic 
heritage assessment that was undertaken at farm Viljoenshof 1655 and therefore, it cannot 
be ascertained that the property is not comprised of any archaeological & palaeontological 
sites, artifacts or any items or tools of heritage and cultural importance. An assessment on 
the application area must be conducted and will form part of specialist studies to be 
undertaken as part of S&EIA report for mining right application. 

9.8. Air Quality 

The Farm Viljoenshof 1655 is characterised by dense vegetation cover with grass on the 
landscape. Vegetation cover on the topography is essential in mitigating water run-off, 
erosion and dust dissipation. However, the proposed development will require surface 
clearing for mining activities such as establishment of hauling roads, access roads, offices and 
related infrastructure. This may potentially impact on air pollution as a result of surface 
exposure. The impact is envisaged to be minimal given the management strategies to be put 
in place to mitigate. In general, the main of source of dust pollution is anticipated to be related 
to transportation and movement of construction vehicles but these will be limited within the 
mining parameter. The application area lies 3 km adjacent to the R64.This entails that dust 
emission resulting from mine operation will have no visual impact or disturbance on R64 road. 

 The management programme to mitigate dust emission will be of great significance. The 
trucks involved in the transportation would potentially be an insignificant source of re-
suspension of soil on the gravel roads and the vehicle entrained dust will be bounded near 
the road where it is generated from. Regardless, fall-out dust buckets will be placed at 
strategic points along the gravel road. These buckets would be used to assess the dust fall-
out from the trucks travelling along the gravel roads (source) and mitigation strategies would 
be implemented if guideline values for the dust fall-out monitoring programme require so. 

No impact of tailings dust is anticipated beyond the two (2) meter guideline and therefore 
most fall-out dust buckets for managing and mitigating fallout dust would be placed two (20) 
meters from the tailing facility in the predominant wind directions. Extensive dust monitoring 
would be done at selected sites with potential significant environmental and health Impacts 
and mitigation of mining methods and activities pertaining to tailings source would be 
managed accordingly. 

9.9. Noise and Vibrations 

Currently no noise pollution Is noticeable on site, and the potential impact of noise is not 
expected to be significant, even with the undertaking of activities such as soft blasting and 
crushing. Noise will be generated during the mechanically tailings reclamation operation 
(excavating, stockpiling and loading and transportation). Noise is normally encountered 
during the normal operation hours at the processing plant. Processing plant noise and mine 
vehicles will be limited between 7am and 5pm on daily bases during the week. Noise levels 
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are monitored on the mining area and where necessary, protective equipment is used in 
certain areas where machinery is used. 

9.10. Visual Impacts 

The mine is located well away from tourist routes, scenic areas and residential areas. The 
secluded nature of the site as well as the limited infrastructure means that the visual impact 
will be small despite the flat topography. The mine will also be visible from the R64 although 
to significantly apparent as it is situated approximately 3km from the road. No dust or any 
other atmospheric pollution is evidence as the mine is not yet operational. 

9.11. Socio-economic structure of the region 

Tokologo Local Municipality is located within the Lejweleputswa District Municipality’s area 
of jurisdiction. Tokologo Local Municipality area covers 9326 square km and consists of three 
former Transitional Local Councils namely, Boshof, Dealesvllle and Hertzogvllle, as well as a 
portion of a former Transitional Rural Council (ModdervaI} which contained approximately 
1480 farms. 

Boshof {the capital town) is situated in the centre, Dealesville is further east, and Hertzogvllle 
is situated in the north of the municipal area. Dealesville is the smallest town within Tokologo 
Local Municipality. 

The following matrix that Is provided in the ensuing pages was followed to compile the 
Applicable demographic and socio-economic data as presented and the population in terms 
of numbers, growth, gender, age, etc. 

The total population in 2007 was 32457. which represented. Total population by race. The 
data used was obtained from the new IDP for Tokologo. 
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The above figure shows population distribution of Tokologo local municipality by racial 
groups. Since 1996 to 200l1, the black and Indian population increased gradually from 81.2% 
to 84.5% and 0.0% to 0.7% respectively whereas the coloured population decreased from 
7.5%-6.8%. 

Major economic activities and sources of employment 

The municipality is composed of the following towns, Hertzogville, Dealesville and Boshof. 
The municipality’s spatial character of note is that it has vast tracts of land which are mostly 
agricultural. A range of agricultural activities takes place with the following being dominant, 
maize and wheat farming. There are also mining deposits in the area which have not been 
exploited to the full. Game farming takes a larger portion of available land space in the area. 
There is also a conservation area in Boshof that must be considered during planning. 

There is currently the R64 road which links the towns with Bloemfontein as well as R708 road 
which links the local municipality and the district with North West province and Christiana 
town. 

The relative contribution of Tokologo municipality per sector in the Lejweleputswa District, 
2004: 

• Agriculture 6.4% 
• Mining 0.2% 
• Manufacturing 1.4% 
• Electricity 1.5 % 
• Construction 1.9%  
• Trade 0.9% 
• Transport 1.0% 
• Finance 1.1% 
• Community 2.1% 
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The figure above shows types of dwellings that households in Tokologo local municipality 
occupied since 1996 to 2011. The number of households in formal dwelling Increased from 
66.7% in 1996 to 83.5% In 2011, whereas those in informal and traditional dwellings 
decreased from 25.3% and 7.7% t0 14.8% and 0.5% respectively. 

Social Infrastructure: 

The social infrastructure in the Tokologo Local Municipality area is typical of a rural area, with 
most of the infrastructure located in and around the bigger towns. The industries available to 
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this local municipality consist of agricultural, mining & quarrying, manufacturing, electricity, 
gas & water supply, construction, wholesale and retail trade, transport; storage & 
communication, financial, insurance; real estate & business service, community; social & 
personal services and private households. 

Water supply 

All towns are dependent on ground water extraction. Farmers are also dependent on ground 
water, but the quality varies substantially becoming more brackish further west. The town of 
Brandfort extracts water from the Vet river south-west of Theunlssen, which is then pumped 
along the road to Brandfort. The north-western and northern areas of the region have access 
to the Vaal River system. There are also the Erfenis and Allemanskraal dams in Masilonyana 
that can supply water to the surrounding areas of the municipality. The following table below 
provides statistical analysis of the current reticulation levels of potable water to households 
throughout the district. 

  

The above figure shows distribution of households in Tokologo local municipality with access 
to piped water. Accesses to piped water in dwelling/yard increased from 31.9% in 1996 to 87. 
0%, whereas access to piped water on community stands decreased from 58.8% in 1996 to 
10.7% in 2011. As for households without water access decreased from 9.3% in 1996 to 2.3% 
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The above figure shows the distribution of households with type of toilet facilities in Tokologo 
local municipality. In 1996 and 2001 most of households in Tokologo were found to be using 
bucket toilets with 38-3% and 46.5% and the number decreased to 18.5 in 2011. 

Power supply: 

Percentage distribution of households in Tokologo using electricity for lighting

 

Power supply: Percentage distribution of households in Tokologo using electricity for 
lighting 
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9.12. Description of Current Land Use 
 
The description of the land use is characterised by farmstead, Safari lodge, animal stalls, 
plantation site and historic mining area. Existing infrastructures are; parameter fence, access 
gate, gravel road, Eskom distribution power line and underground water boreholes(windmill). 
Game hunting activity is being practiced at the farm as well as small scale farming. 
 

9.13. Description of specific environmental features and infrastructure 
on site 

 
 The description of infrastructure is discussed above in section (9.12) and the description of 
specific environmental features is discussed in section (9) Baseline environment. 
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10. IMPACTS IDENTIFIED 
The proposed project is anticipated to impact on a range of biophysical and socio-economic aspects of the environment. Potential impacts 
identified for the project are summarised in the table below. 
These impacts will be investigated further during the EIA phase of the project, and will be updated in the EIA EMPr based on the findings of the 
various specialist studies and input from I&APs. 
Table 9: High level impact assessment 

ACTIVITY 
 

ASPECT IMPACT SIGNIFICANCE CERTAINITY DURATION MAGNITUDE 

Mining 
(Geology) 

Structural changes Subsidence  Moderate  Possible  Long Term Site 

Mining 
(Topography) 

Permanent structures: 
Slimes Dams, Tailings 
dumps, open pits 
 
Temporary structures: 
storage dam, stockpiles 

Visual  
 
 
 
Altering of 
drainage 

Moderate  
 
 
 
Moderate 

Definite 
 
 
 
 Probable 

Long term  
 
 
 
Long term 

Local 
 
 
 
 Site 

Mining(soils) Infrastructure 
Vehicles 
Spoils dumps 
Surface clearing 

Pollution  
Compaction 
Sterilization 
erosion 

Moderate  
Moderate 
Low Moderate 
Low moderate 

Probable 
Definite 
Probable 
Probable  

Medium term  site 
site 
site 
site 

Mining surface 
(water) 

No impacts on surface 
water on site 

None  None  None 
 

None 
 

None  

Mining 
(underground 
water)  

Plant and open cast; 
Infrastructure; 
Slimes dams; 
Tailings dumps. 

Water quality 
Water quality 
Water quality 
Water quality 

Moderate 
Moderate 
Moderate 
Moderate 

High Probable 
High Probable 
High Probable 
High Probable 
 
 

Medium-long  
Medium-long 
Medium-long 
Medium-long 

Local 
Local 
Local 
local 
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Mining (land 
capability and 
land use 

Plant and open cast; 
Infrastructure; 
Slimes dams; 
Farm property. 

Habitat loss 
 
Land capability 

Moderate 
Moderate 
Moderate 

Probable  
Probable 
Probable 
 

Medium term 
Mid-term 
Mid-term 
Mid-term 

Site 
Site 
Site 
site 

Mining (Flora) Infrastructure  
Plant and open cast 
Roads  
Slimes dams 

Habitat loss Moderate 
Moderate 
Low 
moderate 

Probable 
Probable 
Probable 
probable 

Low 
Medium 
Low  
Low  

Site 
Site 
Site 
Site  

Mining (Fauna 
species) 

Plant and open cast 
Infrastructure; 
Slimes dams; 
Farm property. 

Habitat loss 
 
Land capability 
Poaching and 
injuries related to 
mine activities 

Low  
 
Moderate 

Definite  
 
Probable  
Probable  

Medium-long 
term. 
Medium  
Medium-long 
term 
 

Site  
 
Site  
Site  

Mining (air 
quality 

Plant 
Roads  
Slimes dams 
Tailings dumps 

Dust  Low  Definite  Medium long 
terms 

Local  

Mining 
(Heritage and 
cultural) 

Soft blasting 
Open cast 
 

Lost and 
disturbance of 
artifacts  

Medium  Possible  Long term  site 

Mining(noise)  Plant  Noise  Low  Definite  Medium long 
term 

Site  
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10.1. List of impacts identified 
 
The proposed project is anticipated to impact on a range of biophysical and socio-economic 
aspects of the environment. Potential impacts identified for the project are summarised in 
the table 9 above (section 10). 
These impacts will be investigated further during the EIA phase of the project, and will be 
updated in the EIA EMPr based on the findings of the various specialist studies and input from 
I&APs. 
 

10.2. Methodology used in determining the significance of environmental 
impacts 

Impact assessment methods were developed to: (1) identify the potential impacts of a 
proposed development on the social and natural environment; (2) predict the probability of 
these impacts and (3) evaluate the significance of the potential impacts. 

The methodology used by Tiyiselani Enviro-Solutions Pty-Ltd to assess the impacts identified 
in Table 9 above, are as follows: 

The limits were defined in relation to the Mining Characteristics. Those for probability, 
significance and duration are subjective, based on rule of thumb and experience. The 
significance of the impacts is defined as follows: 

The assessment of the impacts has been conducted according to a synthesis of criteria 
required by the Integrated environmental management procedure. 

Nature of Impact 

This is an appraisal of the type of effect the activity would have on the affected environmental 
component its description should include what is being affected, and how. 

Extent 

The physical and spatial size of the impact. This is classified as follows: 

• Local  
The impacted area extends only as far as the activity, e.g. a footprint. 

      • Site 

The impact could affect the whole, or a measurable portion of the property. 

      • Regional 

The impact could affect the area including the neighbouring farms, transport 

routes and the adjoining towns. 

Duration 

The lifetime of the impact which is measured in the context of the lifetime of the proposed 
phase (i.e. construction or operation). 

• Short term 
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The impact will either disappear with mitigation or will be mitigated through natural 
process in a short time period. 

       • Medium term 

The impact will last up to the end of the mining period, where after it will be entirely 
negated. 

       • Long-term (Residual) 

The impact will continue or last for the entire operational life of the mine, but will be 
mitigated by direct human action or by natural processes thereafter. 

      • Permanent 

The only class of impact, which will be non-transitory. Mitigation either by man or 
natural process will not occur in such a way or in such a time span that the impact 
can be considered transient. 

Intensity 

This describes how destructive, or benign, the impact is. Does it destroy the impacted 
environment, alter its functioning, or slightly altering. These are rated as: 

• Low 
This alters the affected environment in such a way that the natural processes or 
functions are not affected. 

• Medium 
The affected environment is altered, but function and process continue, albeit in a 
modified way. 

• High 
Function or process of the affected environment is disturbed to the extent where it 
is temporarily or permanently ceases. 
 
This will be a relative evaluation within the context of all the activities and the other 
impacts within the framework of the projects. 

Probability 

This describes the likelihood of the impacts actually occurring. The impact may occur for any 
length of time during the life cycle of the activity, and not at any given time. The classes are 
rated as follows: 

• Improbable 

The possibility of the impact occurring is very low, due either to the circumstances, 
design or experience. 

• Probable 

There is a possibility that the impact will occur to the extent that provisions must be 
made therefore. 

• Highly probable 
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It is most likely that the impacts will occur at some or other stage of the development. 

• Definite 

The impact will take place regardless of any preventative plans, and mitigation 
measures or contingency plan will have to be implemented to contain the impact. 

Determination of significance 

Significance is determined through a synthesis of impact characteristics. significance is an 
indication of the importance of the impact in terms of both physical extent and time scale, 
and therefore indicates the level of mitigation required. The classes are rated as follows: 

• No significance 

The impact is not likely to be substantial and does not require any mitigatory action. 

• Low 

The impact is of little importance, but may require limited mitigation. 

• Medium 

The impact is of importance and therefore considered to have a negative impact. 
mitigation is required to reduce the negative impacts to acceptable levels. 

• High 

The impact is of great Importance. Failure to mitigate, with the objective to reduce 
the impact to acceptable levels, could render the entire development option or entire 
project proposal unacceptable. Mitigation is therefore essential. 

10.3. The positive and negative impacts that the proposed 

During the construction and operation of the mine, there is a possibility that equipment might 
leak oil, thus causing surface spillages. The hydrocarbon soil contamination will render the 
soil unusual unless they are decontaminated. The storage of fuels on site might have an 
impact on soil if the tanks that are available on site are not properly monitored and 
maintained to avoid leakages. There is potential that contaminated soil may be carried 

through runoff to contaminate water resources (underground) and soil stockpiled for 
rehabilitation. Soil pollution is therefore possible, but through mitigation it can be minimised. 
If oil and fuel spillages occur, then it will seep into the underlying aquafers and contaminate 
ground water. Improper handling of hazardous material will cause contamination of nearby 
surface water resources during runoff events. This may have direct impact on farm property 
borehole that are primary used for the provision of water for animals, livestock and 
agricultural farming. Lack of storm control structures may lead to erosion of stockpiles during 
heavy rains and runoff by washing away suspended solids into the downstream environment. 
This will potentially trigger undulation of surfaces and erosion leading to land infertility and 
proliferation of Alien invasive plants on the farm. 

During construction and operation of the mine, there is a possibility of sterilisation of the 
mineral reserves and resources due to improper placement of infrastructure. The 
infrastructure and slimes dam will alter the topography by adding features to the landscape. 
Topsoil removal and tailings reclamation will unearth the natural topography. The 
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construction of infrastructure and various facilities in the mining area can also result in loss 
of soil due to erosion. Vegetation where present will be stripped in preparation for placement 
of infrastructure and loading, and thereby areas will be left exposed and susceptible to 
erosion. The topsoil that is stripped and piled on surrounding areas can be eroded by wind 
and rain. The soil will be carried away during runoff. The declared areas will be rehabilitated, 
but full restoration of soil might only occur over a number of years, subsequent to the re-
establishment of vegetation. Furthermore, improper stockpiling and soil compaction can 
result in soil sterilisation. Leaching can also occur, resulting in the loss of nutrients. 

The alteration of natural habitats to mining and associated infrastructure will result in the loss 
of habitat affected individual species, and ecological processes. In turn this will result in the 
displacement of faunal species dependent upon such habitat. Increased noise and vibration 
due to mining activities will disturb and possibly displace birds and other wildlife. Fast moving 
vehicles take a heavy toll in the form of fatality and injury to small mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians and invertebrates. The construction of the mine and associated infrastructure will 
result in the loss of connectivity and fragmentation of natural habitat.  Fragmentation of 
habitat will lead to the loss of migration corridors, in turn resulting in degeneration of the 
affected population’s genetic make-up. This results in a subsequent loss of genetic variability 
between meta-populations occurring within the site. Pockets of fragmental natural habitats 
hinder the growth and development of populations. Construction and mining activities on site 
will reduce the natural habitat for ecological systems to continue their operation. It is not 
expected that the areas of high ecological function will rehabilitate following disturbance 
events. Vehicle traffic generates lots of dust which can reduce the growth success and seed 
dispersal of many small plant species. It is anticipated that the extent of dust emissions would 
vary considerably from day-to-day contingent on the level of activity and the precise 
operations. The mine will enhance a certain amount of noise to the existing noise in the area. 
However, levels of noise generated by mining activities are low. The impact of site generated 
trips on the traffic of the existing roads is projected to be low. Nevertheless, if road safety Is 
not managed it can have a high impact on the safety of road users. 

The loss of land capability and land use can occur in two ways. Firstly, through topsoil removal, 
disturbances and loss of soil fertility; and secondly through the improper placement of 
infrastructure. The site has a land capability for limited grazing, agricultural farming. 

while general clearing of the area and mining activities destroy natural vegetation, invasive 
plants can increase due to their opportunistic nature in disturbed areas. If invasive plant 
invades in disturbed areas, it may cause impacts beyond the boundaries of the mining site. 
These alien invasive species are thus a threat to surrounding natural vegetation and can result 
in the decrease of biodiversity and ecological value of the area. Therefore, if alien invasive 
species are not controlled and managed, their propagation into new areas could have a high 
impact on the surrounding natural vegetation in the long term. However, with proper 
mitigation, the impacts can be substantially reduced. 

The mining operation, particularly during construction, will create a number of new 
employment prospects. The degree of this impacts will be contingent on the number of 
people that will be employed and the number of contractors sourced. An incursion of people 
into the area will conceivably impact on safety and security of local residents. During the 
decommissioning and at closure of the mine, staff will most likely be retrenched. This can 
potentially flood the job market, resulting in people being unable to find new employment 
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for a long period of time. It is normally more difficult for people with highly specialised skills 
to find employment proximately. Those with fewer skills have more suppleness in the job 
market. 

Economic slump of the local towns after mine closure is an associated potential impact, while 
small due to the small scale of the operation. Income streams from wage bills as well as goods 
and services contracts (at all geographical levels} will come to an end, reducing the monetary 
income of individuals and mine-related businesses. People who have derived income directly 
or indirectly from the project may be persuaded to leave the region in search of employment 
or business opportunities. This could result in further waning of the economy of the region as 
well as the desertion of infrastructure and loss of revenue on property developers. The loss 
of the mine workforce income will also impact upon non-mine related industries within the 
local and regional areas, particularly the rental property market and retail and service 
industries who would have received income during the life of mine from the salaried 
workforce. 

It is probable, however that there will be residual positive economic impacts that are not fully 
reversed with the closure of the mine, and that the economy will not decline to its original 
level prior to the development of this project. This is because the mine will generate 
substantial income for the regional and local economy, both directly and indirectly, during its 
life. It is difficult to predict the actual impact of the mine closure in advance, but it is however 
acceptable to assume that the mine closure will have a negative impact on the local and 
regional economy with a high probability of occurrence, a high severity and a high 
significance. Positive impacts include employment and training opportunities for people in 
the local community and local contractors, social upliftment and community development 
programmes, economic benefits. The mine will contribute to economic growth through job 
creation and South Africa GDP. The mine will also fulfil it social responsibility as outlined in 
the S&LP by uplifting the community through initiative working together with Tokologo Local 
Municipality. 

 
10.4. The possible mitigation measures that could be applied and the level of risk. 

 
10.4 below indicates the preliminary mitigation measures. These will be further detailed in 
the EIA / EMP report. 
 

Topography 
 
Level of risk: Medium 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Do controlled dumping at the new tailings dump facility. 

• Stabilise the mine residue deposits. 

• Employ effective rehabilitation strategies to restore surface topography of tailings 
dumps and plant site. 

• Pick up all tailing material up to natural ground level. 

• Stabilise underground workings. 

• All temporary infrastructures will be demolished during closure. 
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Flora species 
 
Level of risk: Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Footprint areas of the mining activities must be scanned for Red Listed and protected 
plant species prior to mining. 

• It is recommended that these plants species be identified and marked prior to mining. 

• These plants should, where possible, be incorporated into the design layout and left 
in situ. 

• However, if threatened of destruction by mining, these plants should be removed 
(with the relevant permits from the relevant Competent Authority) and relocated If 
possible. 

• A management plan should be implemented to ensure proper establishment of ex situ 
Individuals, and should include a monitoring programme for at least two years after 
re-establishment in order to ensure successful translocation. 

• Encourage the growth of natural plant species. 

• Ensure measures for the adherence to the speed limit. 

• Minimise the footprint of transformation. 

• Encourage proper rehabilitation of mined areas. 

• All employees on site must be educated about the conservation importance of the 
fauna and flora occurring on site. 

 
Alien Invasive Species 
 
Level of risk: Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Mechanical methods(hand-pulling} of control to be implemented extensively. 

• Encourage the growth of natural plant species. 

• Encourage proper rehabilitation of mined areas. 

• Minimise the footprint of transformation. 

• Annual follow-up operations to be Implemented. 
 
Fauna Species 
 
Level of risk: Medium-Low 
 
Mitigation Measures 

• Careful consideration is required when planning the placement for stockpiling topsoil 
and the creation of access routes in order to avoid the destruction of habitats and 
minimise the overall mining footprint. 

• The appointment of a full-time ECO must render guidance to the staff and 
contractors with respect to suitable areas for all related disturbance. 
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• The ECO must ensure that all contractors and workers undergo Environmental 
induction prior to commencing with work on site. 

• No poaching of animals will be allowed onsite. 

• Speed limit of 40 km/hr will be enforced and be implemented. 

• This is to prevent fatality or injuring of animals by construction vehicles and 
earthmoving plants 

• Reptiles and amphibians that are exposed during the clearing operations should be 
captured for later release or translocation by a qualified expert. 

• The environmental induction must be conducted in languages understandable to the 
workers who may require translation from English. 

• The extent of the mine should be demarcated on site layout plans, and no 
construction personnel or vehicles may leave the demarcated area except those 
authorised to do so. 

• Those areas surrounding the mine site that are not part of the demarcated 
development area should be considered as a no-go zone for employees, machinery 
or even visitors. 

• All personnel on site must be educated about the conservation importance of the 
fauna and flora occurring on site. 

 
Habitat 
 
Level of risk: Medium-Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Mining activities must be planned, where possible in order to encourage faunal 
dispersal and should minimise dissection or fragmentation of any important faunal 
habitat type. 

• The extent of the mining area should be demarcated on site layout plans (preferably 
on disturbed areas or those identified with low conservation importance). 

• No construction personnel or vehicles may leave the demarcated area except those 
authorised to do so. 

 
Underground water 
 
Level of risk: Low-Medium  
  
Mitigation measures 

• Spill kits to clean up accidental spills from earthmoving machinery must be well-
marked and available on site. 

• Refuelling must take place in well demarcated areas and over suitable drip trays to 
prevent soil pollution. 

• Ground water monitoring system must be put in place. 

• Monitoring of ground water level on monthly bases. 

• Monthly ground water test must be done. 

• Water recycling facility must be established 

• Water use records must be reconciled on daily and monthly bases. 
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• Slime dams must be desired in a manner that it prevent seepage and run off into 
underground water. 

• Tailing storage facility must be desired in manner that there are no seepage and run 
off into underground water and other water bodies. 

 
Surface water 
 
Level of risk: Low-Medium 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Infrastructure must be located away from water bodies. 

• Fuel/diesel containers must be placed within a bund wall and far from any water 
course or body to prevent accident contamination. 

• OII residue must be treated with oil absorbent and be disposed to an approved 
waste site. 

• Spill kits must be easily accessible and workers must undergo induction regarding 
the use thereof. 

• If servicing and washing of the vehicles occur on site, there must be specific areas 
constructed for these activities, which must have concrete foundations, bunding as 
well as oil traps to contain any spillages. Wash bay area must be designated and 
used for that purpose under norms and standards. 

• At all times care should be taken not to contaminate surface water resources. 

• Store all litter carefully to prevent it from washing away or blown into any of the 
drainage channels the area. 

 
Soil Erosion 
 
Level of risk: Medium-High 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Re-establishment of plant cover on disturbed areas must take place as soon as 
possible, once activities in the area have ceased. 

• The soil that is excavated during construction should be stock-piled in layers and 
protected by berms to prevent erosion. 

• The mining operation must co-ordinate different activities in order to optimise the 
utilisation of the tailings reclamation operations and thereby prevent repeated and 
unnecessary dumping. 

• All stockpiles must be kept as small as possible, with gentle slopes (18 degrees) in 
order to avoid excessive erosional induced losses. 

• The run-off from the exposed ground should be controlled with the careful 
placement of flow retarding barriers. 

• Ground exposure should be minimised in terms of the surface area and duration, 
wherever possible. 

• Stockpiles susceptible to wind erosion are to be covered during windy periods. 

• Excavated and stockpiled soil material are to be stored and berms on the higher 
laying areas of the footprint area and not in any storm water run-off channels or any 
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other areas where it is likely to cause erosion, or where water would naturally 
accumulate. 

• At no point may plant cover be removed within the no-development zones. 

• All attempts must be made to avoid exposure of dispersive soils. 

• Audits must be carried out at regular intervals to identify areas where erosion Is 
occurring. 

• Appropriate remedial action, including the rehabilitation of the eroded areas, must 
occur. 

• Rehabilitation of the erosion channels and gullies. 

• The mining operation should avoid steep slopes. 
 
Surface contamination 
 
Level of risk: Medium 
 
Mitigation measures 

• All facilities where dangerous materials are stored must be contained in a bund wall. 

• Spill kits to clean up accidental spills from earthmoving machinery must be well- 
marked and available on site. 

• Refuelling must take place in well demarcated areas and over suitable drip trays to 
prevent soil pollution. 

• Drip trays must be inserted underneath leaking construction vehicles, earthmoving 
plants, machineries. 

• Workers must undergo induction to ensure that they are prepared for rapid clean-up 
procedures. 

• Hydrocarbon spillages must be cleaned immediately upon occurrence. 

• All spills must be stored separately in a designated waste receptacle or spill bin. 

• All hydrocarbons must be disposed at a registered landfill site. 

• Proof of waste disposal or disposal slips must be generated and kept onsite. 

• All environmental incidents that include surface contamination will be recorded in an 
incident register. 

• Vehicles and machinery must be regularly serviced and maintained. 
 
Land Capability and Land Use 
 
Level of risk: Medium-Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Surface agreement must be signed with land owners. 

• Ensure that optimal use is made of the available land through consultation with land 
owner and proper planning of mining activities. 

• Employ effective rehabilitation strategies to restore land capability and land use 
potential of the farm. 

• Ensure that land which is not used during construction is made available for grazing. 

• All activities to be restricted within the demarcated areas. 
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Alien Invasive Plants 
 
Level of risk: Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Maintaining vegetation cover to prevent proliferation of alien species 

• Avoid clearing of vegetation as much as possible 

• Where possible site infrastructure must be located on already disturbed area to 
prevent clearing. 

• Minimise the footprint of transformation. 

• Encourage proper rehabilitation of mined areas. 

• Encourage the growth of natural plant species. 

• Mechanical methods(hand-pulling} of control must be implemented extensively. 

• Annual follow-up operations must be implemented. 
 
Air quality 
 
Level of risk: Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Vegetation must be removed when soil stripping is required only. These areas should 
be limited to include those areas required for mining only, hereby reducing the surface 
area exposed to wind erosion. Adequate demarcation of these areas should be 
undertaken. 

• Control options pertaining to topsoil removal, loading and dumping are generally 
limited to wet suppression. 

• Where it is logistically possible, control methods for gravel roads should be utilised to 
reduce the re-suspension of particulates. 

• Feasible methods include wet suppression, avoidance of unnecessary traffic, speed 
control and avoidance of track-on of material onto paved and treated roads. 

• The length of time where tailing reclamation areas are exposed should be restricted. 

• Mining should not be delayed after vegetation has been cleared and topsoil removed 
where possible. 

• Dust suppression methods should, where logistically possible, be implemented at all 
areas that may/are exposed for long periods of time. 

• For all mining activities, management must undertake to implement health measures 
in terms of personal dust exposure, for all its employees. 

 
 
Noise and Vibration 
 
Level of risk: Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Standardised noise measurements should be carried out on individual equipment at 
the delivery to site to establish a reference data-base and regular checks carried out 
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to ensure that equipment is not deteriorating and to detect increases which could lead 
to increase in noise impact overtime and increased complaints. 

• Environmental noise monitoring should be carried out at regularly to detect deviations 
from predicted noise levels and enable corrective measures to be taken where 
warranted. 

• Restrict mining activities to day time unless agreements obtained to do 24hr 
operations. 

• Where possible material stockpiles should be placed so as to protect the boundaries 
from noise to individual operations. 

• Systematic maintenance of all forms of equipment, training of personnel to adhere to 
operational procedures that reduce the occurrence and magnitude of individual noisy 
events. 

 
Visual Impacts 
 
Level of risk: Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Dust suppression procedures should be implemented especially on windy condition 
during earth works. 

• Where practical, protect existing vegetation clumps in order to facilitate screening 
during the mining operation. 

• Rehabilitation should aim to establish a diverse and self-sustaining surface cover that 
is visually and ecologically representative of naturally occurring vegetation species. 

• Remove rubble and other building rubbish off site as soon as possible or place it in a 
container to keep the mining site free from additional unsightly elements. 

• Infrastructure should be placed to optimise the natural screening capacity of the 
vegetation. 

• Implement a management plan for the post-mining site to control the invasion of alien 
vegetation and to manage erosion, until the site is fully rehabilitated. 

 
Traffic and Roads Safety 
 
Level of risk: 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Roads signs must be erected on or along the access road and internal roads. 

• Site sign rules must be placed at the entrance and must include speed limits 

• Warning signs must be placed on the road to alert traffic users to be on a look out 
for animal stray and crossing on the road. 

• Implement measures that ensure the adherence to traffic rules. 

• Maintenance of the roads must be done at all times to ensure safety for traffic users. 

• Traffic assessment and Traffic management plan must be done in consultation with 
The Department of Police, Roads and Transportation.  

 
Heritage Resource 
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Level of risk: Medium 
 
Mitigation measures 

• All stone tool artefacts should be recorded, mapped and collected before destruction. 

• Should development necessitate impact on any building structures, the developer 
should apply for a SAHRA Site Destruction Permit prior to commencement of 
construction. 

• The heritage and cultural resources if any is encountered (e.g. graveyards, ruins, 
historic structures, etc.) must be protected and preserved by the delineation of no-go 
zones. 
Stone tools should be avoided where possible and fresh exposure should be recorded 
before destruction. 

 
Socio-Economic 
 
Level of risk Low 
  
Mitigation measures 

• Local community must be prioritised in terms of job opportunities and business 
opportunities. 

• Jobs must be allocated as advertised and in so far as is possible to local deserving 
residents. 

• The mine must ensure that unrealistic expectations are not created regarding jobs and 
business opportunities. 

• The mine must ensure as practically as possible to procure local goods and services 
from within the mine community (Boshof). 

• The expectations of what benefits can accrue to the community must be managed 
from the initiation of the project 

• A community Liaison Officer should be appointed and be responsible in dealing with 
the community and labour issues. Preferable the CLO should reside from the mine 
community. 

• Commitments as set out in the SLP must be implemented. 
 
Interested and Affected Parties 
 
Level of risk: Low 
 
Mitigation measures 

• Maintain active communications with I&APs. 

• Ensure transparent communication with l&APs at all times. 

• I&APs must be kept up to date on any changes in the mining operation. 

• A complaints management system should be maintained by the mine to ensure that 
all Issues raised by community members are followed up and addressed appropriately. 

 
. 
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10.5. The outcome of the site selection Matrix. Final Site Layout Plan 
 
Alternatives for the mining layout are limited by the extent of the diamond kimberlite 
anomalies. The type of mining to be conducted (open cast/pit mining) is further limited by 
the shallowness depth of the resource. 
 
The surface infrastructure in relation to the mine area is indicated in Plan 3. The infrastructure 
has been placed based on a high-level analysis of the area, to avoid existing farmsteads, 
plantation site and sensitive areas as far as possible so as to minimise the environmental 
impacts associated with the project.  
Table 9 assesses the positive and negative impacts of the proposed activity in line with the 
methodology detailed in Section 10.2. It must be stressed that the final location of the 
infrastructure may shift slightly dependant on the findings of the various specialist studies 
and input from I&APs (layout plan below) 
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          Plan 7: Matrix Layout Plan(selection matrix)
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10.6. Motivation where no alternative sites were considered. 

No property / site alternatives were considered for this project. Properties are delimited by 
the properties available for prospecting and/or mining (i.e. not held by another company); 
and the geology of the area. prospecting work program focused on existing pit marked target 
using Geophysical survey, soil sampling and google earth satellite image. Invasive work 
program such as drilling, pitting and soil sampling were not undertaken as part of study, this 
is due to farm owner prohibition to access mine and the restriction on use of earthmoving 
plants and machinery at the property. This have limited the scope of prospecting work 
program to consider the preferred site selection through non-invasive work program such as 
use of geophysical survey (magnetic and electromagnetic) and google earth satellite image to 
select the preferred site. Alternative access road will be considered in consultation with all 
affected parties and landowner as raised during the public participation process 

10.7. Statement motivating the preferred site. 
 

The preferred site layout is depicted in Plan 3. The overall mine and infrastructure layout has 
taken into account the environmental sensitivity of the site, and infrastructure has been 
placed to avoid or minimise environmental impacts as far as possible. The final mine plan and 
infrastructure layout plan will be adjusted according to the outcome of the various specialist 
studies. 

The prospective work program was confined to non-invasive prospecting works through the 
use of geophysical survey (electromagnetic and magnetic), soil sampling and google earth 
satellite image. This have limited Further prospecting combine of trenching/pitting with bulk 
sampling, drilling (as per approved Prospecting Work Program and EMP) and additional 
geophysical survey. However, the data collected through non-invasive Geophysical surveys 
(magnetic and electromagnetic) and kimberlite targets outlines derived from satellite image 
confirmed presence of a number of additional anomalies. Mineral chemistry of kimberlitic 
indicator minerals (pyropic garnets, Cr-spinels and clinopyroxenes) confirms high diamond 
potential of several targets. Geochemistry of kimberlites is also indicative of high interest 
mantle source. Taking into account that magnetic anomalies often do not coincide with the 
real body contour at surface and sometimes are completely shifted from the real body 
contour at surface, distinctive vegetation anomalies observed on the Google Earth satellite 
image have more weight in terms of target modelling. The preferred site was considered given 
the evidence of prospect of diamond on targets areas. (See plan 3)  

 
11. PLAN OF STUDY FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 
11.1.  Description of alternatives to be considered including the option of not 

going   ahead with the activity. 
 
The site layout, as indicated in Plan 3, is currently the preferred alternative. However, the 
location of the infrastructure may shift slightly dependant on the findings of the specialist 
studies and input from I&APs. This will be dependent on the presence and extent of sensitive 
features on site and legal options regarding the preservation or destruction of such sites or 
features. This will be finalised in the EIA and EMPr phase and reported within the EIA and 
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EMPr. Alternative access road will be identified in consultation with affected parties and land 
owner as raised during the PPP. 
The Final EIA and EMPr will include the following assessment: 

• A final layout discussing any changes in proposed layout or processes as reported in 
the Scoping Report due to the findings of the specialist studies. 

• The “no-go” alternative has been briefly stipulated within the Scoping Report and will 
be elaborated where relevant regarding any changes in layout or activities. 

 

Alternatives are different means of meeting the general purpose and need of a proposed 
activity. Alternatives help identify the most appropriate method of developing the project, 
taking into account location or site alternatives, activity alternatives, process or technology 
alternatives, temporal alternatives and the no-go alternative. Alternatives also help identify 
the activity with the least environmental impact. 

Alternative to be considered 

The site layout may vary, depending on the operational requirements. The infrastructure is 
strategically located or designed in congruent to mine needs and diamonds targets location. 
Alternative will be considered in an event where historical artifacts and archaeological 
remains are discovered.  

No-go option 

The implementation of no-go option will hold back any potential employment for the region 
and the families who are likely to benefit from the positive employment opportunities and 
consequently, it may have a negative effect on the economy of South Africa and the diamond 
industry as a whole. Substantial tax benefits to the State and Local Government will also be 
inhibited. The following positive impacts will be lost if the proposed mining project is not 
developed: 

• Revenue; 

• Employment opportunities; 

• Payroll income; 

• Operating expenditure and maintenance (OPEX); 

• TAX and VAT obligations to SARS as well as Royalties; 

• CAPEX spent locally and regionally; 

• Local economy development; 

• Procuring of local goods and service which has a potential to stimulate local economy 
and businesses. 
11.2. Description of aspects to be assessed as part of the environmental impact   

assessment process 

1) Supporting Infrastructure: 

• Site camp offices; 

• Office Parking Bay; 

• Open cast; 

• Temporary Workshop and Wash bay; 

• Salvage yard (Storage and laydown area); 

• Ablution facilities/ Sewage faculties 
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• Generators; 

• Security Gate and guard house at access control point, 

• Pipelines transporting water. 
 

2) The development of temporary stockpiles: 

• Topsoil storage area; 

• Tailings Dump; 

• Mine Residue Stockpile for tailing slime; 

• Slimes dams. 
 

3)  Water holding facilities, pipeline and storm water control: 

• Clean & Dirty water system: Water storage facility, 

• A Run-off water canal; 

• Water distribution Pipeline, 

• Water tank. 

• Water recycling facility 
 

4) The stripping and stockpiling of topsoil. 
5) Load and Haul Operation for the reclamation of Kimberlite Tailings and underground 

mining. 
6) The rehabilitation of footprint areas where the tailings have been loaded. 
7) The construction of Processing plant. 

The final impact table will incorporate additional impacts identified by I&APs and by 
specialists and include proposed mitigation measures, a post mitigation significance 
assessment, and monitoring and inspection details that need to be implemented to reduce 
probability or severity of the impact and to ensure mitigation measures are appropriate. 

11.3. Description of aspects to be assessed by specialists 

Soil, Land Capability and Land Use Assessment 

The proposed study area is currently used for grazing, agricultural purposes and game 
hunting. As mentioned before, the open cast mine will allow for agricultural land uses and 
game hunting to continue. However, the impacts of the three activities taking place 
concurrently must be assessed. Therefore, a Soil, Land use and capability assessment will be 
undertaken and will evaluate potential impacts of construction, operation and maintenance 
of the proposed development on the study area from an agricultural/game hunting point of 
view, and recommend mitigation measures to mitigate any negative impacts on areas of 
agricultural potential and the impact on game hunting. 

Ecological Assessment (Floral & Fauna Species) 

• Confirmation of the presence of any vegetation communities or flora/faunal species 
of conservation significance within the surface infrastructure study area; 

• Documentation and mapping of introduced species and weeds within the surface 
infrastructure study area, if present; 
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• Catalogue biodiversity values and data in a GIS referenced database and cross-
reference with shape files of the proposed development, for use in impact analyses 
and application of the mitigation hierarchy. 

The impact analysis will enable effects on flora and fauna to be assessed through mapping 
the associations of particular species or species groups with vegetation communities, in the 
context of predicted project-related interactions, and will focus on quantifying potential 
project-related effects relative to baseline conditions. The impact assessment also will 
identify mitigation options to avoid and minimise impacts of the projection biodiversity and 
rehabilitate/restore degraded ecosystems following exposure to impacts that cannot be 
satisfactorily avoided or minimised. The impact assessment will be conducted in an integrated 
manner through an assessment of the interrelationships between the biophysical 
environment and other specialist disciplines. 

Surface water 

The surface water components to be assessed will include an update of the baseline 
information, storm water management plan, water balance and impact assessment. The 
following aspects will be studied: 

• Baseline Hydrology 

• Water Balance 

• Storm-water management 

The impacts that the proposed mining will have on the surface water resources include the 
reduction in surface area due to isolation of areas by pollution control facilities. This is likely 
to be small given that the only area to be isolated is the open cast areas. The impact needs to 
be quantified however, a first order assessment of the flow reductions will be made using the 
mine plans and the available topographical mapping. The surface areas impacted on by the 
mining activities will be determined. The proportion of these areas that will intercept runoff 
will be determined and the catchment flow proportioned accordingly to determine the 
reduction. The estimated reduction will be contextualised by comparing it to the base case 
flows. 

Underground water 

It is proposed that the scope of work for this specialist study include the following tasks: 

• Desk study - collation of all field data, geochemical data into a hydrogeological 
conceptual model for the proposed mine development. 

• Hydro-census – an update of the water level and groundwater quality will be carried 
out using boreholes identified in the study area. 

• Evaluation on how the mining water needs will impact on ground water level.  

• Basic numerical modelling to generate outputs in support of the impact assessment. 

Air Quality 

The scope of work is set out as follows: 

• Provide a professional opinion of the potential air quality impacts from the mining 
operations; and 
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• The interpretation and reporting of climate data from a representative weather 
station and historical records. 

Noise and Vibration 

The following are the minimum activities required to perform the high-level noise 
assessment, assuming that the impact on residential areas outside the proposed boundaries 
of the site and specifically identified sensitive receptors are required. 

• Initial visit to check for any other possible noise sources, acquire spot measurements, 
and acquire any existing data of previous measurements in order to determine 
existing noise levels, especially in the zone of influence of the surface infrastructure, 
transport routes, and any specified sensitive receptors or affected parties. 

• Access to noise data for the proposed infrastructure to establish the noise levels to be 
expected. 

• The prediction of the operational noise levels and public response at the boundaries 
and also at individual potentially exposed properties outside the proposed boundaries 
of the site. 

• Recommendation of mitigation methods should these be necessary or appropriate. 

Heritage resource assessment 

Graves have been identified in the farm property, albeit the grave site is not within the 
location of proposed mine area. However, the presence of graves within the proposed study 
area has triggered the need for a heritage study. The heritage study will be approached as 
follows: Assessment of the preferred site for mining diamonds will be done. All areas where 
activities will be undertaken should be assessed for any archaeological and palaeontological 
site, artifacts, graves, burial sites and any items of heritage significance. 

With reference to the final site layout, the following activity sites must be assessed: 

• Open cast mining sites; 

• Plant site; 

• Parameter fence; 

• Roads 

• Waste management site; 

• Site camp site. 

• Slims dam site 

Socio-Economic 

This section describes the socio-economic impact assessment methodology that will be 
followed during the environmental assessment process. Where feasible, the social and public 
participation processes will be integrated in the interest of cost efficiency and management 
of stakeholder fatigue. The assessment will include a scoping phase and an impact assessment 
phase. 

Scoping Phase 

The scoping phase includes the following: 
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• A baseline assessment that will have a regional, district and local municipal focus as it 
relates to the proposed project. The regional focus will include the district and local 
municipalities, and the local focus will include the directly affected landowners, 
municipal wards, and communities. Information sources will include regional, district 
and local baseline information from the latest South African Population and Housing 
Census, regional plans, integrated development plans, local economic development 
plans and so forth. Project related documents available in the public domain, such as 
the proposed mine infrastructure layout and any existing EIAs, EMPs, SIAs and social 
and labour plans will be considered. 

• Consideration of issues and comments collected through the public participation 
process. The deliverable produced during the scoping phase will comprise an updated 
socio-economic baseline of the project area as described and as well as those socio-
economic issues that will need to be considered during the impact assessment phase. 

Visual assessment 

The following activities will be followed in determining the impact assessment of the 
proposed mine: 

• Desktop assessment and reviewing of baseline information; 

• Identification of sensitive receptors from a visual perspective, line of sight from 
neighbouring communities, or farmsteads and identify mitigation opportunities 
should areas of potential high visual impact the identified; 

• short visual assessment report which draws largely on existing information and 
identifies areas of visual exposure relative to key infrastructure. 

Transport/ Traffic Opinion 
 
The traffic impact assessment for the proposed mining development will primarily focus on 
the impacts of transportation trucks. The trucks to be used are approximately 30-ton road 
transporters. However, the truck numbers for each route will be dependent on the production 
rates. Attention will be paid to traffic mitigation and management. 
 

11.4. Proposed methodology of assessing the environmental aspects including the 
proposed method of assessing alternatives 

The receiving environment will be determined using a combination of on-site observations, 
spatial information, project description, site layout and previous studies currently available 
to the EAP. Based on the EAPs knowledge and experience, the receiving environment will 
include geological features, topography, land use, archaeological and historical sites, surface 
water, groundwater, terrestrial ecology, air quality, noise, etc. 

The identification of potential impacts of the mining activity will be based on the legal 
requirements, the nature of the proposed activity, the nature of the receiving environment; 
and issues raised during the public participation process. Considering the factors listed above 
and based on the EAPs knowledge and experience, environmental impacts that could 
potentially result from the mining activities Include impacts on air quality, noise, fauna, flora, 
ground water, terrestrial ecology, heritage resources, socio- economy, aquatic environments, 
visuals, storm water and erosion. 
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The consideration of alternatives is a critical component of the EIA process, where an 
appropriate range of alternatives require consideration whilst achieving the desired objective 
of the proposed project. In order to ensure that the proposed project enables sustainable 
mining, a number of feasible options will be explored. The various alternatives in terms of 
land use, project infrastructure, mining method and proceeding without the mining operation 
will be assessed in terms of logistical practicality, environmental acceptability and economic 
feasibility. Alternatives for the locality of the mining operation will however not form part of 
this consideration, as the location of the mining site is determined by the geological location 
of the mineral resource. 

11.5. The proposed method of assessing duration significance 

Table 9: method of assessing duration significance (EIA) 

Weight Duration of Impact Interpretation of impact 

1 Very short Less than 1 year 

2 Short  1-5 years 

3 Medium  6-15 years 

4 Long term (life time of a project) 16-50 years 

5 Very long Longer than 50 years 

6 Permanent  Permanent  

 
11.6.  The stages at which the competent authority will be consulted 

 

The DMRE will receive all the relevant documentation that will be presented to registered 
I&APs during the scoping phase, including copies of the BID, invites to the scoping phase 
public meeting, review of minutes of the public meeting and the review of information 
presented in this Scoping Report. 

The Competent Authority (DMRE) will be notified through the submission of documents in 
terms of the mining right application and the application for environmental authorisation. 

This Final Scoping Report will be submitted to the DMRE for comment and feedback. In 
addition, the final Scoping Report, incorporating all comments raised during the PPP review 
period, will be submitted to the DMRE for approval. 

The identified competent authority will be registered as stakeholders and will be notified of 
the project prior to receiving the Final scoping report. The comments received from the public 
after the completion of the public review period will be incorporated into the final EIA and 
EMPr which will be submitted to the DMRE for approval. 

11.7. Particulars of the public participation process with regards to the impact 
assessment process that will be conducted 

 
11.7.1. Steps to be taken to notify interested and affected parties. 

 

The following process will be followed during the public participation process; 

• Announcement of the availability of the Draft EIR for public review and invitation to 
attend a public meeting by means of a notification letter to registered stakeholders.  
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The Draft EIR will be distributed in the following manner: 

• Placed at a public area in the project area e.g. community library 
• Sending to I&APs that request a copy; 

• Convening one-on-one meetings with directly affected landowners in the project 
area (where required); 

• Compilation of a Comment and Response Register (CRR); 

• Convening a public meeting at a central venue in the project area. Minutes to this 
meeting will be recorded. 

The stages at which these will occur are detailed further below. 
 

11.7.2. Details of the engagement process to be followed 
 

All persons registered as I&APs and organs of state identified through the scoping phase PPP 
will be sent invites to attend the EIA and EMPr Phase PPP meeting. The meeting will address 
specialist findings, focussing on sensitive issues, and provide information on the impact 
probability and significance. Proposed mitigation measures will also be discussed. 

The meeting will be audio recorded and minuted, and the minutes distributed to all attendees 
and I&APs for comment. 

A Final Draft EIA and EMPr will be compiled. 

I&APs will be notified of the availability of the EIA and EMPr and associated Appendices for 
public review and comment, the location where the hard copy and electronic copies can be 
viewed and the timeframe (30 calendar days, which will be extended if significant public 
holidays occur within this period as per NEMA EIA regulations) for comment. 

All comments received from the review phase will be incorporated into the issues and 
response table and incorporated into the Final PPP Report and Final EIA and EMPr for 
submission to authorities. 

During the EIA and EMPr phase, if the need is identified to have one-on-one micro-
consultations, then these will be organised with the relevant I&AP. 

Upon receipt of a Rod, all registered I&APs will be notified of the Rod, the final decision in the 
Rod and the appeal process they can follow under NEMA. 

11.7.3. Description of the information to be provided to the I&APs 

PPP during the EIA phase of the project will entail the review of the EIA EMPr and all the 
completed specialist studies. These reports will be provided to the public for a period of 30 
days. I&APs will be notified of the availability of the EIA and EMPr (and associated specialist 
studies) for public review. Hard copies will be placed at the Boshof Public Library and 
Municipality office. Electronic copies will be available for download from Tiyiselani Enviro-
solutions website (www.tiyiselanienvironmentalsolutions.co.za). Electronic copies will also 
be provided to I&APs upon request. In addition to this, registered I&APs will be invited to 
attend an EIA phase PPP meeting where the contents of the EIA EMPr will be presented and 
the I&APs will have the opportunity to comment. As per NEMA, the I&APs will be notified of 
the Rod within the prescribed timeframes. This will include the outcome of the Rod and detail 
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the appeal process that I&APs can follow. A copy of the Rod will be made available to any 
I&AP requesting such. 

 

11.7.4. Description of the tasks that will be undertaken during the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Process 

  
The impact identification process will commence by identifying all environmental aspects on 
site, whether sensitive or not. General environmental aspects that will be considered include: 

• Topography 

• Geology 

• Soil and Associated Land Use and Capability 

• Surface Water 

• Groundwater 

• Floral and Faunal Ecosystems 

• Air Quality 

• Noise 

• Archaeological and Cultural Sites 

• Visual Aesthetics 

• Social and economic 

• Closure and Rehabilitation 

All potential impacts that may occur will be listed under each of the aspects. 

As the specialist studies are completed, any additional impacts identified through the 
specialist investigations will be added. All specialists utilise same form of impact rating similar 
to the process detailed in Section (10) and (10.2). The impact rating completed by the 
specialists will as far as possible be translated into the impact assessment process detailed 
above to ensure that similar methodology is applied and comparable significances are 
obtained to allow for ranking of consolidated impacts. 

As far as practically possible, considering variations in impact assessment methodology by 
different specialists, the specialist impact assessment will therefore be duplicated within a 
single unified impact assessment process. This will allow for all impacts to be assessed in the 
same way, reducing subjectivity and allowing for direct comparative ranking of all the impacts 
identified during the environmental process. 

Through the PPP, any issues or potential impacts identified by the I&APs will be added to the 
list of potential impacts. 

All these impacts will then be assessed as per the methodology described above and their 
significance determined. 

Impact identification will therefore be a consolidated approach based on EAP professional 
experience, specialist expertise and I&AP (including organs of state involved in the PPP) input. 

The impact table formulated by EAP, which will be fully completed and detailed in the EIA and 
EMPr allows for inclusion of mitigation measures and a post-mitigation assessment of impact 
significance. In this way, the mitigation measures proposed by specialists can also be directly 
transferred to the impact assessment process. 
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11.7.5. Measures to avoid, reverse, mitigate, or manage identified impacts and to 
determine the extent of the residual risks that need to be managed and 
monitored 

Each impact identified within the impact assessment process will be evaluated in terms of 
whether mitigation measure can be applied or not, and what kinds of mitigation measures 
can be applied. This will be reported in the fully completed and detailed impact assessment 
table that will be completed for the EIA and EMPr. Therefore, each impact, whether the 
significance is low or high, will have a mitigation measure stipulated where applicable. 
Furthermore, a post-mitigation assessment of the significance of the impact will also be 
completed, which will provide an indication of the effectiveness of said mitigation measure. 

The preliminary summary is provided in the table below. 
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Table 10: Preliminary mitigation measures 

ACTIVITY 
Whether listed or not 
listed. 
(E.g. Excavations, 
blasting, stockpiles, 
discard dumps or 
dams, Loading, 
hauling and 
transport, Water 
supply dams and 
boreholes, 
accommodation, 
offices, ablution, 
stores, workshops, 
processing plant, 
storm water control, 
berms, roads, 
pipelines, power 
lines, conveyors, 
etc…etc…etc.). 
 

POTENTIAL IMPACT 
(E.g. dust, noise, drainage 
surface disturbance, fly 
rock, surface water 
contamination, 
groundwater 
contamination, and air 
pollution etc.) 

MITIGATION TYPE 
(modify, remedy, control, or stop) 
through 
(e.g. noise control measures, 
storm-water 
control, dust control, 
rehabilitation, 
design measures, blasting 
controls, 
avoidance, relocation, alternative 
activity 
etc. etc.) 
E.g. 
Modify through alternative 
method. 
Control through noise control 
Control through management and 
monitoring through rehabilitation. 

POTENTIAL 
FOR 
RESIDUAL 
RISK 

Reclamation of Kimberlite 
tailings and opencast Mining 

• Dust 

• Possible Groundwater 
contamination 

• Noise 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

• Soil contamination 

• Access control 

• Dust control and 
monitoring 

• Ground water quality   
monitoring 

• Noise control and 
monitoring 

• Continuous rehabilitation 

Medium 
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• Surface disturbance 

• Surface water 
contamination 

• Storm water run-off control 

• Immediately clean 
hydrocarbon spill  

• Drip trays 

• Erosion control 

•  
 
 

Generators • Groundwater 
contamination 

• Noise 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

• Soil contamination 

• Maintenance of generator 
and bund walls 

• Noise control and 
monitoring 

• Oil traps 

• Ground water quality 
monitoring 

• Immediate clean-up of 
hydrocarbon spills 

• Access control; 

Medium 

Ablution facilities (Chemical 
Toilets) 

• Soil contamination 

• Groundwater 
contamination 

• Bad odours 

• Maintenance of chemical 
toilets on regular basis. 

• Removal of containers upon 
closure 

Very Low 

Fuel Tanks • Groundwater 
contamination 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

• Soil contamination 

• Surface disturbance 

• Maintenance of diesel tanks 
and bund walls. 

• Oil traps. 

• Groundwater quality 
monitoring. 

• Drip tray at re-fuelling point 

Medium 
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• Immediate clean 
hydrocarbon  

Processing Plant • Dust 

• Noise 

• Groundwater 
contamination Removal 
and disturbance of 
vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

• Soil contamination 

• Surface disturbance  
 

• Access control 

• Maintenance of processing 
plant 

• Dust control and 
monitoring Groundwater 
quality and level monitoring 

• Noise control and 
monitoring 

• Drip trays 

• Storm water run-off 
control. 

• Immediate clean 
hydrocarbon spills 

• Rip disturbed areas to allow 
re-growth 

Medium 

Water distribution Pipeline • Surface disturbance Regular check-ups& maintenance 
of pipes. 

Low 

Security Gate and guard house at 
access control point 

• Dust 

• Noise 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

• Surface disturbance 

• Access control 

• Maintenance of boom gates 
and container. 

• Dust control and 
monitoring 

• Noise control and 
monitoring 

• Immediate clean of 
hydrocarbon spill 

Low 
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• Rip disturbed areas to allow 
re-growth of vegetation 

Tailings stockpile area 
 

• Dust 

• Noise 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

• Dust control and 
monitoring 
• Noise control and 
monitoring 
• Drip trays 
• Storm water run-off 
control. 

• Immediately clean 
hydrocarbon spills 

• Rip disturbed areas to allow 
re-growth of vegetation cover 

Medium 

Stockpile area • Dust 

• Possible Groundwater 
contamination 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation and natural 
habitant of fauna 

 

• Dust control and 
monitoring 

• Noise control and 
monitoring 

• Drip trays 

• Storm water run-off 
control. 

• Immediately clean 
hydrocarbon spills 

 

Low 

Topsoil storage • Dust 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

• Soil disturbance 

• Surface disturbance 
 

• Dust control and 
monitoring 

• Storm water run-off 
control. 

• Continuous rehabilitation 

• Rip disturbed areas to allow 
re- 

Low 
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• growth of vegetation cover 

• Backfilling of topsoil during 
rehabilitation 

Mine residue deposit (Slimes) • Dust 

• Possible Groundwater 

• contamination 

• Noise 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

•  Surface disturbance        
 

• Dust control and 
monitoring 

• Groundwater quality 
monitoring 

• Noise control and 
monitoring 

• Storm water run-off 
control. 

• Rip disturbed areas to allow 
re- 

• growth of vegetation cover 

Medium 

Wash bay • Possible Groundwater 
contamination 

• Removal and disturbance 
of vegetation cover and 
natural habitat of fauna 

• Soil contamination 

•  

• Groundwater quality and 
level mentoring 

• Concrete floor with 
oil/water separator 

• Storm water run-off control 

• immediate clean 
hydrocarbon 

Medium 

Water tankers/temporal 
reservoir 

• Municipal water and 
usage 

• Surface disturbance 
 

• Monitor water quality and 
quantity 

• Maintenance of tanks 
(check for leaks). 
 

Low 
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12. OTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED BY THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY 
 

12.1. Impact on the Socio-economic Conditions of any Directly Affected Person 
 

A socio-economic study will be undertaken as part of the specialist studies to be conducted. 
However, any socio-economic conditions will be dealt with by the applicant, as the applicant 
for the mining right. The landowners will be compensated for the land loss and will be in long 
term negotiation with the applicant. 
The socio-economic conditions of the local community could be affected in two ways 

• Negative impacts to the welfare of the farm owners and workers through general 
nuisance, dust generation, damages to properties and any associated potential safety 
risks. 

• Positive impacts through job creation and local business opportunities. 
 

12.2. Impact on any National Estate referred to in Section 3(2) of the National 
Heritage Resources Act 

 
Heritage resources are unique and non-renewable and as such any impact on such resources 
must be seen as significant. This report focuses expressly on the area affected by current 
mining activities, other management measures as listed, therefore an assessment still need 
to be undertaken for incorporation as part S&EIA.At this stage the EAP relied on information 
provided by the landowner about the presence of graves within the property. Heritage studies 
to be undertaken will identified the grave sites and be surveyed and mapped. The proposed 
mine development footprint will be assessed for any potential heritage resource. 
 

12.3. Other matters required in terms of Section 24(4)(a) and (b) of the Act 

Section 24(4) (b) (i) of the Act specifies “investigation of the potential consequences or 
impacts of the alternatives to the activity on the environment and assessment of the 
significance of those potential consequences or impacts, including the option of not 
implementing the activity” 

This has been addressed in the relevant sections above. As stipulated, the site is delimited by 
the prospecting rights area and the extent of the resource. The type of mining to be 
conducted is limited by the depth of the resource. Processing requirements are limited to the 
in-situ quality and market needs and demands. 

Site layout alternatives are limited. Any further changes will be described and motivated in 
the EMPr once the specialist studies are completed. 

13. UNDERTAKING REGARDING CORRECTNESS OF INFORMATION 

I Tiyiselani Macebele herewith undertake that the information provided in the foregoing 
report is correct, and that the level of agreement with interested and Affected Parties and 
stakeholders has been correctly recorded and reported herein. 

 

Signature of the EAP 
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Date: 18 /05/2021 

14 UNDERTAKING REGARDING LEVEL OF AGREEMENT 

I Tiyiselani Macebele herewith undertake that the information provided in the foregoing 
report is correct, and that the level of agreement with interested and Affected Parties and 
stakeholders has been correctly recorded and reported herein. 
 

Signature of the EAP 

 

Date:   18/05/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     -END- 
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Appendix 1: Acceptance Letter 
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Appendix 2: Curriculum Vitae of EAP 
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Appendix 3: Qualifications 
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Appendix 4: Plans  
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Appendix 5: Proof of notices (Public Participation) 

5.A Beeld Newspaper Advert (Afrikaans and English) 
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5.B Public Notices 

(English,Afrikaans,Sesotho and Setswana) 
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5.C Proof of receipts 
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Appendix 6:(Pubic participation) 

Appendix 6 A: Pre-Consultative meeting with Tokologo Municipality 

PRE-CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH TOKOLOGO MUNICIPALITY 

   Minutes 

Date: 29/03/2021 

Venue: Municipality office 

Purpose of the meeting: Pre-consultative meeting for the proposed mine development 

1 Introduction 

The EAP Mr Tiyiselani Macebele had a pre-consultative meeting with municipality primarily 
to inform the municipality about the proposed diamond kimberlite mine in Farm 
Viljoenshof 1655 in Boshof, Free State Province. The pre-consultation meeting was 
convened between The EAP and Mr Molefi MB as the representative of Tokologo 
Municipality. 

2 Description of the proposed Development 

A brief description and background of the proposed diamond kimberlite was outlined by 
the EAP. Invest in Property 126 Pty Ltd have lodged an application to the Department of 
Mineral Resource and Energy for mining diamond Kimberlite and Diamond General in Farm 
Viljoenshof 1655 in Boshof, Free state province. The applicant Mr Verdi Shoeltermeyer is a 
holder of prospecting permit which was granted by DMRE to do prospecting within the 
application farm area. 

The EAP explained to Mr Molefi that Tokologo Municipality as the custodian of Boshof 
where the application for mining right has been lodged, is the main stakeholder and we are 
looking forward to working hand in hand together with the community. Furthermore, it 
was also highlighted that invitation notices to interested and affected parties will be posted 
in public places and farmers access gate.  

3 Comments and questions 

Mr Molefi asked if the Social&Labour Plan have been developed. The EAP emphasised that 
the SLP has indeed been development and placed on cardholder on the DMRE system as it 
is still incomplete pending the social responsibility aspect which must be subjected to 
community and Municipality inputs. It is the respnsibility of the Municipality together with 
the community to identify community needs that will form part of the SLP. 

4 Closing Remarks 

 The EAP informed Mr Molefi MB that a draft scoping report has been compiled for public 
comments and review. An electronic copy was sent and received by Mr Molefi and also 
signed. Mr Molefi MB ascertained that he will brief ward councillors about this proposed 
development however a hard copy of the draft scoping report must be delivered to him as 
well. 

5 Vote of Thanks 

The EAP thanks Mr Molefi for this meeting and also assured that a hard copy draft scoping 
report will be hand delivered. On the 6 April 2021, EAP delivered the hard copy to the 
municipality. 
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Appendix 6.B CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH AFRIFORUM 

CONSULTATIVE MEETING WITH AFRIFORUM 

DATE: 24/04/2021 

TIME;15H00 

VANUE: ZOOLIES PRINT 

PURPOSE: FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS AND CLEARITY 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

On the 16 April 2021 Mr Johanne Steenkamp registered as an interested party and made 
comments and questions for EAP attention. There questions were: 

1. Who will apply water? 

2. Who will apply electricity? 

3. What job creation is there and what is the percentage? 

4. What contribution is there for the community and for how long? 

5. What impacts will the project have on the roads and will fix or maintenance of the 
roads? 

All questions were responded by EAP however, further deliberation and clarity was 
requested by Mr Johanne Steenkamp who is the Chairperson of Afriforum in Boshof. A 
meeting was convened on the 24/04/2021 at Zoolies print in Boshof at 15h00. 

2 Deliberations and Comments 

Mr Johanne Steenkamp further requested to be clarified on some of the issues sent to 
EAP on the 16/04/2021.The 1st question was where will the mine source water given that 
the whole Boshof community uses borehole water for various domestic and agricultural 
purpose. The EAP explained that the plan is to source water from the farm borehole 
however, a geohydrological assessment will be undertaken to determine the viability for 
mine to abstract water directly from underground. 

Mr Johanne further highlighted that he noted in the draft scoping report that recycling 
water facility may be considered at the mine and he seek to know why it should be 
considered as opposed being intended. The EAP clarified what the draft scoping entails by 
“consider” which implies that given that an assessment study is yet to be undertaken and 
the finding in terms of the status quo of underground water is unknown at this stage, 
however if the assessment to be undertaken does confirms that abstracting water from 
underground will be viable, then water recycling facility will be constructed. 

Mr Johanne asked where will the mine get electricity supply from? The EAP response was 
that the mine will source electricity directly from ESKOM. Among other comments and 
questions made by Mr Johanne Steenkamp are as follows: 

The mine must at least employ 50-60% from the community of Boshof. This will help 
avoid industrial strikes. Majority of community members are living in abject poverty and 
unemployed. The S&LP covers this aspect as relates to job opportunities. Locals must 
always be given preference in terms of jobs and business opportunities that will be 
offered by the proposed mine. In an instance where the skills and services required by the 
mine is not readily available within Boshof, the mine may only consider employing outside 
local radius (EAP reply). 

How will the mine contribute to community development and upliftment? The SLP have 
as of now omitted this aspect deliberately. This is primary to allow community to 
participate in this consultation process (EAP reply) 
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A community committee forum must be appointed to oversee the budget to be allocated 
for the community. Such idea is commendable and it will help in ensure that the 
community is able to make meaningful contribution and be take decisions. This will also 
enforce transparency and accountable (EAP reply). 

Our road infrastructure is not good condition and will be worse when the mine 
commence with operations. Is the mine aware of poor road infrastructure and how will 
the mine help improve our roads? It is up to the community to decide if they want the 
mine to help in terms of roads infrastructure improvement as part of social responsibility 
(EAP reply). 

How will the mine ensure safety for the farm community and neighbouring farms in 
particular? Obviously, the issue of safety and security is the role of the law enforcement 
or police working together with the community to address social ills and crimes. The mine 
is not exempted on this regard and will work hand in hand with police and the community 
to fight crime (EAP reply) 

3 Closing Remarks 

Mr Johanne ascertained that Afriforum is in favour of this proposed development as it will 
contributes significantly and uplift the community. Majority of the youth in the 
community are unemployed and are involved in drugs and alcohol abuse and if jobs can 
be made available to the community these will help reduces crime, drugs and alcohol 
abuse. While we agree that the mine may have negative impacts on game farming and 
underground water however, we must look at the bigger picture of the benefits this mine 
will bring to the community. 

4 Vote of Thanks 

EAP thanks Afriforum for their interest in this project as well as their interest in the 
development of the community. The EAP ask Afriforum do send a motivational letter why 
they think this project should go ahead. Mr Johanne promised to do so after the public 
meeting on the 30/05/2021. 
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Appendix 6.C : Public Meeting Minutes 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

DATE :30/04/2021 
 

VANUE: BOSHOF TOWN HALL 
 

TIME :14H30 
 

AGENDA 
 

1 WELCOME AND PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 
 

2 EAP DISCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED MINE DEVELOPMENT 
 

2.1 Purpose of public consultation process 
 

2.2 Background of the proposed development 
 

2.3 Legislative framework 
 

2.4 Operation aspect of the project 
 

2.5 Need and desirability of the project 
 

2.6 Impacts identified 
 

2.7 Mitigations strategies  
 

3 Questions and Comments 
 

4 Vote of Thanks 
 

5 Appendix 
 

5.1 Comments and issues raised 
 

5.2 Registers and comment sheets 
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Comments and Questions 

 

Name(s) 
 

Organisation Contacts details Comments and 
Questions 

EAP Response 

Andrew John Roberts 
Trust and Phil Pope 
 

Legal Representative 
for Mr Cedrick Roberts 
(Land owner) 

082 775 2414 Note that there is a 
court order and 
agreement concluded 
between relevant 
parties and 
stakeholders and the 
whole process is 
therefore in 
contravention of the 
court order and ultra 
vires 

It will be unfortunate 
for the EAP to give 
respond on an issue 
that is/will be before 
the court 

Izak Roux 
 

Department of 
Police,Roads and 
Transport 

082 059 9747/25 
Izakroux85@gmail.com 
 

Roads and transport 
must give on Traffic 
impact assessment 
 
 
 
 

The department will be 
consultant and be given 
opportunity to make 
comment on the Traffic 
impact assessment 
 
 

The EIA, Mining report 
and application for 
road access must be 
submitted to the 

All compiled report for 
all phases during S&EIA 
will be distributed to 
the department for 
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Department of Police, 
Roads and Transport 
 

comments and 
approval 

WV Niekerk 
 
 

Farmer 083 713 9714 Will there be enough 
water for mine 
operations? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The current plan is to 
source water from 
underground, however 
a geohydrological 
assessment of a study 
area will be carried out 
and determine the 
feasibility of abstracting 
water from the 
underground 

Amount of water being 
tested? 
 
 
 

The assessment to be 
undertaken will also 
include water teste in 
the study area 
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What will be the effect 
on other neighbouring 
farms? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If the assessment study 
to be undertaken 
confirms that it is 
feasible to abstract 
water from boreholes, 
the operation plan will 
include recycling of 
water and regular 
monitoring of 
underground water 
level, underground 
water testing. 
 
 

Access road to the mine All affected parties will 
have to be consulted 
together with the land 
owner on this issue 
 
 
 

S.S parks 
 

Rochelle Farm 082 821 0239 
Saraspaks7@gmail.com 

Please refers to our 
comments and 
questions on the emails 
that we sent to you 
with our electronic 
I&AP registrations 
 
Water Resource-have 
to apply for water use 

All remaining 
comments and 
questions sent by I&APs 
will be responded on 
the 4th May 2021 
 
 
Water use license will 
be lodged with the 
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license and do an 
impact assessment. 
 

Department of Water 
and Sanitations 
 
 
 
 

Will final draft and final 
scooping report be 
provided to I&APs? 

All registered I&APs will 
be electronically sent 
the final draft and final 
scoping report. 
 
 

When will Specialist 
studies commence: 
Heritage & 
archaeological 
assessment; 
Groundwater impact 
assessment; ecological 
assessment? 
 
 
 

All listed specialist 
studies may only 
commence after we 
have been notified by 
the department to do 
so. This will happen 
after completion of the 
scoping phase process 

J.C Lategan Afriforum 
represantative 

082 739 67 27 
JOHANNESLATEGAN@HOTMAIL.COM 

Why is the municipality 
involved instead the 
community 

Tokologo Municipality 
is the custodian of the 
mining town of Boshof. 
All stakeholders 
identified must make 
comments 
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Montoedi Shomoleile  Community member 073 599 0819 
shomoleilemontoedi@gmail.com 

When is the mine going 
to start operating? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At this stage we are still 
in an application 
process for mining 
right. The mine can only 
start operating as soon 
as DMRE grants mining 
right permit. 

I support this meeting  
I support this initiative 
 
 

Noted 

Sello Lebitsa 
 

Community member 078 142 2480 
 

Please next public 
meeting should be 
convened earlier 
perhaps around 10am 
 
 

Noted 
 
 
 
 
 

I am very satisfied with 
the contribution the 
mine will make in the 
community in terms of 
job creations. 

Much appreciated 
 
 
 
 

This application for 
Mining right permit 
must be granted to the 
applicant 

Noted  
 

Michael dinks 
 
 

Community member           Not stated  I support this meeting noted 
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Gladwyn Maarman Community member 078 340 9405 I support this meeting noted 

Sello Lebitse 
 

Community Member 078 1422 480 Was there agreement 
between the land 
owner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, there is an 
agreement between 
the Land owner and the 
applicant. However 
there has been a 
conflict that arose 
between the land 
owner and the 
applicant and the 
matter is before the 
court. 
 
 

Will the water be 
manageable? 
 
 
 

That will be informed by 
the assessment study 
that will be carried out 
the farm. 
 

I am very happy about 
the number of jobs that 
will be created  

appreciated 
 
 

Can you please send 
the draft scoping report 

The draft scoping report 
will be sent. 

Hendrina Maarman Community member 082 403 4913 I support this meeting noted 

Jan Mokgothu Community member 076 136 5588 I support this meeting noted 

Benjamin Moeng Community member 063 810 4715 I support this meeting noted 

Jonas Maarman Community member 078 340 9405 I support this meeting noted 
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 Ward councillor 
(Tokologo Municipality) 

060 974 0033 If the water is going to 
be a problem, there is 
currently a bulk water 
supply project and this 
water issue can be 
resolved. The EAP must 
liaise with the 
municipality about the 
project underway. 
I support the 
presentations; it is up 
to the applicant to do 
necessary procedure 
for the whole process. 
 
 
 
 

Noted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted 
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APPENDIX 6.D:DATA BASE FOR INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES REGISTER 

NAME(S) 
 

Organisation or Farm 
Name 

POSTAL ADDRESS EMAIL ADDRESS TELOPHONIC 
DETAILS 

Mr.Willem Van Niekerk Buffelcor Langkop 
Boedary 

PO BOX 215 
Boshof 
8340 

calla@buffelcorlb.co.za 083 713 9714 

Mrs Carol Van Heerden  Stand 503 
De Zalze Estate 
Stellenbosch  

carol@grootvallei.co.za 082 442 3331 

Mr Dawid van Schalkwyk  Box 115 
Boshof 
8340 

hanja@africanfarmproducts.co.za 082 772 7719 

Mr Jacobus Barnard 
 

Welverdiend Farm PO Box 62 
Hoopstad 
9479 
 

abraham@eleo.co.za 082 828 4119 

Dr Malan Van Zyl 
 

Farm Goede Uitsig Ged 
1  

CAMC Medicine Clinic 
78 Rosmead Ave 
Kenilworth 
Cape Town 
7708 
 
 

mvanzyl@iafrica.com 082 416 8105 

Mr Tobie Wiese  
 

Leeuwfontain  Box 228 
Boshof  
8340 

 
                  _______ 

072 450 93 27 

Ms Sara sparks Rochelle Eco Farm and 
Consulting  

Box 342 
Boshof 
8340 

Sarasparks7@gmail.com 082 821 0239 
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Mr Andrie De Kock 
 

Farmer  Box 82 
Boshof 
8340 

dekockandrie@gmail.com 082 345 8990 

Mr Philip Pope Success Trust PO Box 6752 
Highveld 
Ext 2 
0169 

Philip.pope@pcc.co.za 082 886 8863 

 
 

Groenpunt Trust PO Box 1 
Kimberly 
8300 

andre@atmg.co.za 082 554 4433 

Mr Johann Steenkamp Afri Forum P.O Box 141 
Boshof 
8340 

Steenkampjihann69@gmail.com 072 024 3029 

Mrs Carol Gemay van 
Heerden 
 
Mr Neel  van Heerden 

Grootvallei Hunting & 
Guest Farm 
Van Heerden Boerdery 

Physical Address 
Farm Grootvallei, Boshof, 
8340 

neel@grootvallei.co.za 082 442 3331 
072 201 0967 

 Groenpunt Trust Posbus 1 
 Kimberley 8300 

andre@atmg.co.za 0825544433 
 

 

 Southern Fissures (Pty) 
Ltd 

Posbus 1 
 Kimberley 8300 

andre@atmg.co.za 082 554 4433 

 Ukuchuma Trust Posbus 1 
Kimberly 8300 

andre@atmg.co.za 082 554 4433 

Mr Jaco Grobbeleer AfriForum C/o DF Malan Ave and 
Union weg 

Jaco.grobbelaar@afriforum.co.za 066 565 8106 
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APPENDIX 6E: DATA BASE FOR COMPETENT AUTHORITIES CONSULTED 

NAME OF STAKEHOLDER 
 

POSTAL ADDRESS  CONTACT PERSON CONTACT PERSON DETAILS 

Tokologo Local Municipality 
 

Private Bag X46 
Boshof 
8340 
 
Physical: Market square 
Voortrekker Street 
Boshof. 

Mr Molefi MB molefimb@gmail.com 
060 729 6752 

Department of Environment, 
small business, tourism and 
environmental affairs 
 

Private Bag X20801 
Bloemfontein 
9300 
 
Physical address : 113 st Andrews 
street 
Bloemfontein 
9301 

Mrs D Masoetsa mosoetsad@destea.gov.za 
051 400 4817 

ESKOM 
 

120 Henry St 
City centre 
Bloemfontein 
9301 

Mr BF Williams Williabf@eskom.co.za 
083 634 6100 

Department of water and 
sanitation 

Sanlam Plaza 
East Burger street 
Bloemfontein 
9301 

Mr Blair V blairv@dws.gov.za 
 

Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development 
 

Private Bag X01 
Glen 
Bloemfontein 

Ms Dranoto dranoto@dard.gov.za 

mailto:blairv@dws.gov.za
mailto:dranoto@dard.gov.za


 191 

9360 

South Africa Heritage Resource 
Agency 

111 harrington 
Zonnebloem 
Cape town 
8001 

Mr C jackson Cjackson@sahra.org.za 

Department of Police,Roads and 
Transport 

45 Charlotte Maxeke st 
Bloemfontein Central 
Bloemfontein 
9301 

Mr Izak Roux fsroadplanning@gmail,com 
izalroux85@gmail,com 
mareeh@freetrans.gov.za 
 
082 059 9747 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Cjackson@sahra.org.za
mailto:mareeh@freetrans.gov.za
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Appendix 6 F : Public Participation Attendance Register and Comment Sheets 
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Appendix 6.G: Registration form of I&APs and comments sheets 

1 Mr Willem Van Niekerk 
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2 Carol Van Heerden 
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3 Dawid Van Schalkwayk 
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4 Dirkie Bearnard 
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5 Dr Malam Van Zyl 
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 214 
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6 Tobie Wiese  
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7 Sara Sparks 
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8 Andrie De Kock 
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9 Goenput Trust 
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10 Southern Fissures Pty-Ltd 
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11 Ukuchuma Trust 
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12 Johanne Steenkamp 

SCOPING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PROCESS (S&EIR):APPLICATION FOR 

MINING RIGHT FOR THE PROPOSED DIAMOND KIMBERLITES MINE FOR INVEST IN PROPERTY 

126(PTY)LTD IN BOSHOF, FREE STATE. 

                          Registration and Comment Sheet 

                                                                     Comment period: 30 days 

 

Your comments are an important contribution into the permitting process. We want to 

interact directly with you and encourage you to register as a Stake holder so that we can keep 

you updated as this project moves forwards and respond to any question or concerns that 

you wish to raise. 

 

                                                       Personal Details 

Name Surname Title Organization/Department 

Carol Gemay 

Neel  

Van Heerden 

Van Heerden 

Mrs 

Mr 

Grootvallei Hunting & Guest 

Farm 

Van Heerden Boerdery 

                                             Contact Information 

Cell Number 082 442 3331 

072 201 0967 
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Postal Address  

 

 Physical Address 

Farm Grootvallei, Boshof, 8340 

Email neel@grootvallei.co.za 

 

  

                         Would you like to register as Interested and affected Party for this project  

Please register me as interested and affected party for this 

project so that I may receive further information and 

notifications as the project develops 

Yes      No 

I would like to attend the meeting on the 30th April 2021 Yes      No  

Preferred method of Communication  Post Email  Fax 

In terms of the EIA Regulation,2014, as amended, 

I disclose below any direct business, financial, 

personal, or other interest that I may have in the 

approval or refusal of the application (For internal 

use to confirm capture of stakeholder details 

information into the stakeholder’s database) 

Date        29-04-2021 

Signature          

Comment(s) 

I have the following comments to make regarding the proposed project and /or the public 

participation. 

Grootvallei Hunting & Guest Farm relies on outside hunters for game hunting and relaxation, 

thus any injury or loss of game that we have due to operations at the proposed mine would 

mean loss of income, loss of game as well as possible retrenchments to 8 families that we 

employ.  

We have been breeding game for over 20 years and are concerned that continual travel on 

our roads and the dust explosions would cause said game to jump the fence and injure 

themselves as well as possibly stunt their breeding process due to the noise levels of the 

trucks and operations on the mine.  

It is also a concern that there could be injuries sustained through bullets from hunters, that 

may go astray and hit a vehicle that is travelling on the ground roads between the farms. 

Although we take all precautions to ensure safety, we will not take responsibility for the 

outcome should this issue arise.  

Van Heerden Boerdery relies on a constant water supply to enable us to farm productively. 

The proposed mine could hamper this process and we would have a loss of income if we 

cannot feed our animals and they should die or the lack of water for our fields which would 

result in loss of crops, which in turn would also result in retrenchments of our staff. 

mailto:neel@grootvallei.co.za
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The province of the Free State is already a drought-stricken area and small towns like Boshof 

does not have the infrastructure to accommodate huge projects that use water from the same 

source.  

Constant travel on our roads by trucks would mean further damage to our already seriously 

damaged roads. 

We already have existing electricity problems and our electricity supply is not always stable, 

our concern is that the proposed mine will add pressure to an already overwhelmed grid. 

Besides all the points we mentioned above there is also the issue of noise pollution and air 

pollution caused by explosions, travelling on the roads, and mine operations in general. How 

would air pollution and noise pollution from explosions from the said mine effect the farm 

life in general for the people that stay there, the guests of the Guest Farm and animals that 

roam there? 

Finally, we feel that the proposed mine may cause an increase of stock thief and possible 

break-ins since we will be exposed to more feet in the area.  

 

PS. 

We insist that an independent geohydrologist report is done to ascertain the water crisis we 

are already facing and the possible effects the proposed mine would have on our water 

source.    

13 Joco Grobbelaar 
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Appendix 6.H: Background Information Document 

Background Information Document 

ATTENTION: LANDOWNER / LAWFUL OCCUPIER/Interested and affected parties 

TOKOLOGO LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 

FREE STATE PROVINCE 

SCOPING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTING PROCESS (S&EIR): APPLICATION FOR 

A MINING RIGHT FOR THE PROPOSED DIAMOND KIMBERLITES AND DIAMOND GENERAL BY 

INVEST IN PROPERTY PTY-LTD, BOSHOF IN FREE STATE PROVINCE 

• Draft Scoping Report available for public review 

• Invitation to a public meeting on FRIDAY 30 APRIL 2021 

Invest in property (Pty) Ltd, who has an existing prospecting right for Diamond Kimberlite is 

in a process of applying for a mining right. The mining right application extends over an area 

of approximately 3.389 ha and is located in Boshof in the Free State Province (see enclosed 

map). The farms that fall within the mining right application area are indicated on the 

enclosed map. The proposed project is situated within the area of jurisdiction of the Tokologo 

Local Municipality under the District Jurisdiction of Lejweleputswa District Municipality in the 

Free State Province. 

The proposed mining right application is being done in terms of the requirements of the 

Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act (MPRDA) (Act 28 of 2002), the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (Act 107 of 1998), as amended, and the 2014 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, as amended. The competent authority 
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responsible for the decision on whether or not to grant the mining right will be the Free State 

Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE). 

Tiyiselani Enviro-Solutions (Pty) Ltd (Golder), an independent environmental consultant, to 

undertake the mining right application, EIA/EMPr and public participation process. 

This letter serves to notify interested and affected parties (I&APs) of proposed mining right 

application, a summary of the proposed project description, the environmental authorisation 

process and opportunities for public comment. 

Project location 

The proposed mining right application area is (Farm Viljonshof 1655) situated 13 km east of 

Boshof town and 27.9 north east of Kimberly of the proposed project site. (see enclosed map). 

The proposed project area is situated within the Tokologo Local Municipality of the 

Lejweleputswa District Municipality in the Free State Province of South Africa. 

Boshof falls within the Lower Vaal Management Area which includes the following rivers; 

Harts River, Molopo River and Vaal River and covers the following dams; Spitskop Dam Harts 

River and Vaal harts Storage Weir Vaal River. The natural occurring water quality in the WMA 

is generally good in the dolomitic/karstic and fractured/crystalline aquifer. In the western 

portion of the WMA in the Kalahari group primary (sand and aquifers and clay formations, the 

quality is often naturally poor with TDS values ranging from 1500 mg/l and higher. The 

application area falls within Quaternary catchment area C91D 
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Project description 

The project area is located within the Loxtonsdal kimberlite cluster which hosts two historical 

diamond mines. All known kimberlites in this cluster are of the Group II variety. Prospective 

work programs were undertaken at the proposed development mainly to investigate, 

determine and confirm the presence of diamond Kimberly on Farm Viljonshof 1655.Non-

invasive methods were explored to locate minerals using geophysical survey (magnetic and 

electromagnetic) soil sampling, google earth satellite images and exiting geological studies 

previously carried out in farm Viljonshof 1655.The geological studies undertaken at the 

propose development area confirms presence of a number of additional anomalies. Mineral 

chemistry of kimberlitic indicator minerals (pyropic garnets, Cr-spinels and clinopyroxenes) 

verified high diamond potential of several targets. Moreover, geochemistry of kimberlites is 

also indicative of high interest mantle source. 

The open cast method for mining have been considered as a preferred method for minerals 

extraction. The open cast method will entail the trenching to the depth of two (2) benches 

(i.e.12 to 20 m) however, this is dependent on the hosting rock competence and stability. The 

pilot phase is envisaged to be disassociated with excessive blasting given that the hosting rock 

is black and grey Ecca shale, which is quite brittle. However, soft blasting will be applied where 

necessary in particular for cutting into kimberlites. The proposed mine property is 

characterised by game farming, livestock farming and related agricultural crop farming at a 

small scale. This necessitates the use of soft blasting to avoid and reduce impact on game 

farm with noise and flying rocks fragments. 

Project motivation 

For years, mining has been the driving force behind South Africa’s economy and continues to 

make a valuable contribution to the country’s GDP. The economy of South Africa is built 

mostly on gold and diamond-mining, with gold-mining contributing over a third of the 

country’s exports. Whereas, South African diamond-mining industry was listed as one of the 

largest mining countries in the world in the year 2009. It is predicted that mining will still play 

an important role to the economy, most notably through foreign exchange earnings and 

employment provision. It is also one of the primary sectors that provide employment 

opportunities for unskilled and semi-skilled people. The South African mining industry has its 

origin in small-scale to medium-scale mining activities, with these operations offering much 

needed employment opportunities and entrepreneurship, as well as contributing to the 

mineral sector and local economy. Small-scale mining and medium-scale mining's impact on 

employment is especially observed in the rural areas and province such as the Northern Cape 

where there are limited opportunities; providing significant livelihood for rural communities 

and a means of alleviating poverty. 

The proposed mining development is aimed at supporting the economy of South Africa by 

producing a commodity that has a potential to leverage the economy of the country. The 

primary beneficiaries of this project include, among others, the employees, members of 

surrounding communities and the country. Secondary beneficiaries include the suppliers of 

goods and services, and the local businesses through the buying power of employees. This is 
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in line with the National Development Plan (NDP). The Social Labour Plan of the Proposed 

development is aimed at ensuring local economic development through implementation of 

the various projects. The applicant estimates that these small pieces of land could, if mining 

rights are granted, prove to be bearing commodities of high economic value.
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Legal framework 

In terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (No 28 of 2002) (as 

amended) and the NEMA: EIA Regulations of 2014, as amended, invest in property is required 

to undertake an S&EIR process and submit a Scoping Report, and an EIR/EMPr, which describe 

the potential environmental impacts of the proposed underground mine, how these impacts 

will be managed and how the disturbed area will be rehabilitated. 

S&EIR process 

An EMPr and Environmental Authorisation become a legally binding document when a mining 

right is granted. The EMPr needs to indicate the potential positive and/or negative impacts of 

the proposed mining activities on the receiving environment and how these potential impacts 

can be mitigated to an acceptable level. 

The S&EIR process will comprise four phases, as illustrated in Figure 1. The S&EIR process will 

be completed within nine months as stipulated in the EIA Regulations (Figure3). Interested 

and Affected Parties (I&APs) will be advised in advance when and how they can participate. 

We would like to inform you that the Draft Scoping Report is available for a public review 

period of 30 days. 

 

In line with the EIA Regulations (as amended) under the National Environmental Management 

Act (NEMA)(Act 107 of 1998), as amended, the purpose of the public review period is for 

stakeholders to raise issues of concern, comment on the proposed specialist studies to be 
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undertaken during impact assessment, contribute comments and suggestions for enhanced 

benefits. 

Following the comment period, the report will be submitted to the Free State Department of 

Mineral Resources for review and approval of whether the impact assessment phase may 

proceed. The Draft Scoping Report will be available for comment at various public places in 

the project area (see Table 1), and on the following website: 

www.tiyiselanienvironmentalsolutions.co.za 

Your comments are important 

Stakeholders are invited to register as Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and to 

participate in the 

environmental authorisation process by commenting on the proposed mining right 

application as follows: 

• Completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet either in writing, via email or 

post; 

• Providing comments on the proposed project, Draft Scoping Report by contacting the Public 

Participation Office telephonically, by email or post; or 

Attending a public meeting as follows: 

Date: Friday 30 April 2021 

Time: 14:00pm 

Venue: Boshof Town Hall 

Objectives of the public meeting: 

• Share information about the proposed mining right application and environmental 

authorisation process; and 

• For I&APs to ask questions, raise issues of concern, contribute comments and/or 

suggestions for enhanced benefits. 

We would like to encourage you to actively participate in the S&EIR process. We would be 
happy to respond to any questions you may have or to provide you with more information. 
Should you wish to obtain more information or wish to comment, please contact me at 068 
321 4288 or email: macebele.tiyiselani@yahoo.co.za  
Sincerely  

 
 
Tiyiselani Enviro-solution Pty Ltd 
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Appendix 7 : Interim Settlement  court order(Land owner and Applicant) 
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